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Dear children,

You stand on the threshold of a new world of infinite
possibilities. I am sure that you will enter the portals of
enchanting experience, with curiosity and adventurous spirit
to see a new world, crossing the threshold of letters.
The wondrous world outside us offers a veritable feast to our
senses. The myriad forms of nature, living and nonliving, their
simple yet intriguing charm, the mysterious wonders of the
sunrise and the sunset, the clouds that move hand in hand with
the colours and contours of the rainbow, the waves that lap
the shore, the blades of grass that toss their heads in the wind,
the mighty trees, the lush forests, the twinkling stars, the rising
moon… the key to all these mysterious splendours; the paths
that mankind strode over millennia....
This is what this book has to offer you. When you enter this
door along with your teachers, you will discover a number of
other doors opening for you. The whole world opens up as a
large classroom, and your life will be a journey through the
delightful paths of education.
Let me wish you all the best.

Prof. M.A. Khader
Director
SCERT

TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
SOCIAL SCIENCE - I
Adviser
Dr. Kesavan Veluthat, Professor, Department of History, University of Delhi, Delhi
Chairman
V. Karthikeyan Nair, Director (Rtd.), Higher Secondary Education, Kerala
Members
Gopalakrishnan V.M., Headmaster, GLPS Payyadimeethal, Calicut.
Govindan Kutty M.S., H.S.A. (S.S.), GHSS Erumapetti, Thrissur.
Jayakrishnan O.K., H.S.A. (S.S.), KPC Higher Secondary School, Pattanoor, Kannur.
Dr. Prasanna Kumar P.C., Selection Grade Lecturer, University College, Thiruvananthapuram.
Yusuf Kumar S.M., HSST (History) Govt. Higher Secondary School, Thattathumala.
Ratnakaran T., HSST (History), GBHSS Malappuram.
Vishwambaran N., HSST (Political Science), Boys Higher Secondary School, Karunagapalli.
Dr. Sreekumar P.K., Senior Lecturer, Govt. Victoria College, Palakkad.
Dr. Subrahmanyadas P.V., HSST (Sociology) Govt. Ganapath Higher Secondary School, Calicut.
Suresh Kumar R., Lecturer, Govt. College of Teacher Education, Calicut.
English Translation
R. P. Nair., 27 - Skyline Appartments, Pettah, Cochin
Dr. Lal C.A., Lecturer, Christian College Kattakkada, Thiruvananthapuram.
V. Karthikeyan Nair, Director (Rtd.), Higher Secondary Education, Kerala
Dr. K.V. Kunhikrishnan, State Project Director, SSA Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
Dr. M. Bhaskar Nair, Prof. & Head (Rtd.), Social Science Dept., University of Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram
Dr. Abraham Vijayan, Lecturer, Govt. College, Kanjiramkulam, Thiruvananthapuram.

Academic Co-ordinator
Madhusudhanan C., Research Officer, SCERT, Thiruvananthapuram

State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT)
Vidhyabhavan, Poojappura, Thiruvananthapuram, 695012

To the Teachers
Social Science analyses the formation and transformation of societies.
This includes the history of human societies, as well as developments
in the social, economic and political fields together with geographical
peculiarities. There was a time when history was about kings and
emperors, the dates of their rule, the wars they fought and their
administrative reforms. The story of our ancestors, the ordinary
people, did not find a place there.
Today things have changed. History tells us the story of how human
life develop gradually. It documents the changes in society, culture
and political structures resulting from changes in the means and
relations of production. History has to study the realities of the
ordinary business of human life, rather than the tinsel in the apparel
of kings and emperors. That will give us a picture of how our society
reached its present stage.
A text book is a key component in the process of producing
knowledge in the classroom. The themes and subthemes in each
chapter should be approached with this idea in mind. The teacher
should ensure that each of these themes is made clear to the students
through structured classroom activities as per the directions in the
teachers' handbook. The questions and suggested activities given in
boxes and in a different font within the lessons are aimed at assessing
how far the students have imbibed each concept and enable them to
present and discuss. Perceptions and position of the students in the
class room. The teacher should put the questions to the class as a
whole. After giving the students enough time, those who have the
answers may be asked to raise their hand. Each should be given the
opportunity to present his / her findings. The students should be
encouraged to justify their views and ideas. This could be followed
by a discussion guided by the teacher in which different opinions
and standpoints could be brought together. What is important is not
to arrive at a single answer; all the valid answers and standpoints

should be consolidated and presented in the class, and documented
in the students' notebooks. Questions with
sign is meant for the
students to think and express opinions individually, while those with
are meant to be discussed, among the students and opinions
shared. The questions are not meant to be answered immediately
and conclusively, but are meant to develop in students the habit of
analytical thought and intelligent responses. They should also be
equipped to provide logical explanations for their assumptions. The
activities at the end of each chapter, marked by
symbol are meant
for extended activities. The teacher is expected to provide references
and other support for further enquiry. This should be the context for
group activities and for research and learning outside the class. This
implies homework/assigned work, and would form part of each
student's portfolio collection. Details regarding the specific purpose
behind the chapters, activities, and discussion topics are found in the
teachers' handbook. This course book is expected to be used in such
a way as to provide information about the process of social
development, the rights and duties of citizens, and the cultural
growth of humanity.
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
Part IV A
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES OF CITIZENS
ARTICLE 51 A
Fundamental Duties- It shall be the duty of every citizen of India:
(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and Institutions, the National Flag
and the National Anthem;
(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;
(c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;
(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;
(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of
India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce
practice derogatory to the dignity of women;
(f)

to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, wildlife
and to have compassion for living creatures;
(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
(i)

to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

(j)

to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that
the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievements.

(k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the
case may be, ward between age of six and fourteen years.

1

From Food Gathering to
Food Production

Have you imagined what human life was • The thick fur on the body of wild goats on
like in early times? People used to live by
hunting and gathering fruits and vegetables.
Human habitation was limited to a few places.
People lived in small groups. It was about
10000 years ago that human beings began to
produce food.
•

mountains is sufficient for them to survive
in winter. But human beings who live in
extreme cold climates save themselves
from cold by making clothes with the skin
and fur of the sheep and other animals.
Rabbits, rats and other similar animals live
in burrows made with their teeth and
claws. Human beings live in houses built
with wood, stones, bricks and other such
materials.

Nature has imposed severe limitations on
human beings. Have you not seen new-born
animals stand up and walk about within a few
hours after they are born? Are human babies
like that?
• Animals such as lion and tiger catch their
prey and eat them, using their teeth and
• Long infancy is a special feature of human
claws. Human beings use weapons
beings.
and tools to hunt their food and gather
• Another special feature is the structure of
vegetables and fruits for their
fingers and wrist. As monkeys have their
consumption.
digits of hands and feet which can be held
in a peculiar way with the big toe and Generally speaking, the use of tools is the
finger held opposite to other toes and most important feature that differentiates
fingers, they are able to hold the branches human beings from animals. True, a few
of trees and climb on them. This is called animals too use tools for procuring food. But
arborial adaptation. As human beings came what makes human beings different from
down to the earth, their feet did not require animals is the method they adopt to make
this type of toes. But this structure of hands them. It is a special feature of the human
helped them to develop and use tools as species that they invent new tools and
organs outside the body to procure food. improve the existing ones.
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The following table shows some differences in the use of tools by human beings and animals.
Expand the table.

Animals

Human Beings

• The chimpanzee catches ants from • Human beings break branches from
anthills with the help of a thin stick and
trees, shape them into the required
eat them.
shape and then use them to catch ants or
other insects.
• The spider uses a liquid produced in its • Man makes use of materials like thread
own body to weave a web and trap their
and coconut fibre gathered from outside
prey.
to make nets and capture other creatures
•

•

Man can catch prey with the use of tools made
according to the requirements of changing
environments. These tools and weapons
helped them to overcome their physical

constraints. In short, history can be called the
story of progress achieved by human beings
through the use of tools created by them.

What could have been the circumstances under which primitive human beings, who had so long
hunted and gathered food, changed their way of life later? Discuss your conclusions in class

The first tools used by man were:
• Pieces of stone.
• Stone slivers.
• Pieces of bone.
• Pieces of wood.
Stone blades, made by chopping stone,
were used as weapons and tools. Both
the core tools and flakes were later
sharpened by primitive man and used
for catching prey and for self-protection.
Constant vigil and great physical
endurance were necessary for man to live
on earth. Through careful observation
and from experience, human beings
learnt to distinguish poisonous plants
and useful plants. For gathering food, it
was necessary to observe the changing
seasons and climatic conditions and time
of sunrise and sunset. This was the
10 Social Science - I

beginning of astronomy. It was necessary to
identify the right kind of stone to
manufacture the best stone tools. This search
led to the beginning of geology. The sun,
the moon, the stars, plants and trees, birds
and animals, water bodies and the earth,

Primitive man roasts flesh and eats it

Chapter -

climate changes - all these were subjects of
observation. The scientific awareness of
humanity begins from here.
Along with designing stone implements
which could be used for sawing, cutting

1

things into pieces and scraping the surface,
they learnt to make fire and use it. The
discovery of fire and its control were two of
the most revolutionary achievements of this
period of history.

The Discovery of Fire
How was fire discovered? We do not know. But we do know that primitive tribes make fire
using two methods.
By rubbing stones together

By rubbing rough pieces of wood together

The discovery of fire brought about great changes in human life. What could be the changes that
occurred in the life of primitive man?

Human beings must have started to live in

Pleistocene

It was about two million years ago, in the
Pleistocene Age, when the surface of the earth
was covered by snow, that the first primitive
stone age cultures developed.

The evolution of living things on earth,
including human beings, took place
through several thousands of years. The
Pleistocene is one stage in this evolution.
The age of the earth and the evolution of
life are given in the annexure.

groups and learnt to cooperate with each
other when they were hunters and gatherers
of food.

Implements of the Stone Age.

Chopper

Hand Axe

Flake

Cleaver

You have seen the different tools used by the primitive Stone Age man. What could have been
the purposes for which these tools were used? Discuss.
From Food Gathering to Food Production
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Subsistence Patterns
As the evidence relating to the food habits of

Madhya Pradesh and in Altamira in Spain

the primitive Stone Age man is very limited,

give some details about the early Stone Age

it is not possible to gather a clear picture on
this. The cave paintings in Bhimbetka in

man searching for food.

Cave painting in Bhimbetka

Cave painting in Altamira

These pictures are from Old Stone Age. With the indications they provide, prepare a note on the
human life of that period.

All through the Ice Age there were no basic
changes in the relationship man had with
nature. People were satisfied with what they
could gather from their surroundings. It was
during this time that man started his attempts
to control nature even while he co-operated
with it in many ways.

0

Mesolithic Age
The Mesolithic Age is the period between
Paleolithic Age and Neolithic Age. During
this period, substantial changes took place
in climate. The change from the extreme cold
of the Ice Age to a warmer climate, the high
temperature in the atmosphere - these were
the special features of this period. There were

1 2 cm

Microliths

12 Social Science - I

Chapter -

evident changes in the making of tools too.
Very small tools of stones called microliths
were a special feature of the Mesolithic Age.

1

The way man found his food also changed.
He now hunted small animals and fished in
the waters for his food.

You would have observed the changes which took place in the making of tools during the transition
from the Paleolithic Age to the Mesolithic Age. What were the changes that took place in human
life?

The control that man gained over nature was
a very slow process. Its effect was strong and
self-reproducing. Further changes were
brought about by agriculture and cattlerearing.

The Origin of Agriculture
A careful observation of their surroundings
and some unexpected incidents paved the
way for primitive humans to the production
of food. On occasions, when men went out
hunting, the women who gathered vegetables and fruits may have brought back the
seeds. They would have seen that these seeds
which they threw into the soil around their

dwelling places sprouted, became plants,
flowered and bore fruits which turned ripe
and could be eaten. After acquiring such
knowledge, humanity might have very
gradually started cultivating and producing
food crops. Later they refined the methods
of cultivation by gradually identifying
edible grass, root, tuber and small plant .

The major food crops at that time were wheat,
barley, paddy, millet, bajra, yam, sweet potato
etc
As humans gradually domesticated wild
plants, they also tamed and domesticated
wild animals and started rearing them, for
milk and meat.

You have read about the beginning of agriculture. Form groups and draw your own conclusions
on the important stages. Each group has to present its conclusions in the class and discuss
them. Give reasons for the conclusions you have drawn. Exhibit the general conclusion in the
class as a chart.

Neolithic Age
The practice of producing food for livelihood totally changed human life. This is a
major aspect of the Neolithic Age or New

Stone Age. This age is referred to as the
period when the stone tools, made sharper
by grinding, began to be used. They were
more efficient and useful in this form.

Tools of the New Stone Age
From Food Gathering to Food Production
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It is from the Neolithic Age that we get
unmistakable evidence of agriculture and
cattle-rearing. Evidence of farming have been
seen in Jarmo and Jericho, on the banks of
the river Jordan in West Asia, and of cattle
rearing from certain parts of Africa.
Gradually it was recognised that agriculture
and cattle-rearing are mutually supportive.
What were the ways in which agriculture and
cattle-rearing could have benefited each
other?

Special Features of the Neolithic Age
• The beginning of farming
• Cattle rearing
• Polished stone tools.
• Manufacture of rough clay pottery
• Beginning of social life.
Dung of the cattle served as manure for the
crop and the straw from the fields served as
fodder for the cattle.

The Neolithic Age
Place
West Asia
Baluchistan
Belasa Valley (U. P.)
Nile Basin
South India

Period
From 8500 B.C.
From 6000 B.C.
From 5440-4530 B. C.
From approx 3000 B.C.
From 2500-1000 B.C.

Cultivation
Wheat and Barley
Wheat and Barley
Paddy
Wheat and Barley
Millet

Did agriculture begin at the same time all over the world? What does the above table suggest?
Analyse the table and draw your own conclusion.

The Invention of the Wheel.
The invention of the wheel brought about
major changes in human life. We do not
know when and how the wheel was
invented. But we do find depictions of the
wheel in clay pots and carvings found in
various parts of the world.

Harappan seal depicting man standing
in a chariot.

14 Social Science - I

Clay cart found in Mohanjo Daro

From 2500 B.C. carriages and chariots were used in
places like Syria and Elam.

Chapter -

Pictures of the wheel found in Sumeria

1

The invention of the wheel revolutionised
transport and industry. It was easy now to
make clay pots by shaping clay placed over
a turning wheel. Use of the wheel in the
manufacture of clay pots led to a need for
special training. This led to specialization.
The special feature of this age was the
emergence a group of people who did not
actually take part in the production of food.
They lived on a share of the surplus taken in
return for the pots.

Picture of the manufacture of clay pots.

Vehicles and Animals
Donkeys were reared as early as 5000 years
ago as beasts of burden. Merchandise was
transported on donkeys in the trade between
Babylon and Asia Minor. The donkey is
believed to be a native of North Eastern
Africa. Donkeys were used for tilling the soil
and for carrying loads in Egypt and
Mesopotamia
The origin of the horse is apparently in the
wide steppes of Europe and Central Asia.

Initially horses were used for milk as well as
riding, and later in wars. The pattern of
transport changed with the arrival of horses.
Horses were superior to other animals on
account of their speed, intelligence and easy
domesticability. This made them useful both
in the plains and the mountains.

Arts and Rituals
Faced with natural forces that he could not
understand, man started to believe in super
natural forces. Initially this feeling must have
From Food Gathering to Food Production
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come from observing natural phenomena.
Lightning, heavy rains, floods, extreme heat
and extreme cold and other natural
phenomena struck him with awe. Besides,
the fear of death and the mystery of birth
reinforced his belief in the unknown forces.

Art and Ritual Performances
Pastures receded the end of the Ice Age.
Bands of reindeer, which went in search of
new pastures, were killed by the Stone Age
people. At the beginning of every season,
the first animal hunted by them was
dedicated to the unknown soul. The cave
paintings and drawings are an extension of
their rituals and practices.
With the production of surplus by the
Neolithic Age more leisure was available.
This led to the development of artistic
activities like music and painting. Musical
instruments with holes as well as whistles
made of bones found in various sites show
that they enjoyed music.
Migrations and invasions of different groups
of people, led to intermixture of rituals and
practices. Along with these, sudden floods,
hurricanes, epidemics etc. may have shaken
the very foundations of the society.

A cave painting depicting the operation of an ancient
musical instrument

Conquest and migrations brought in new
ideas and practices. Thus two kinds of
practices behind to develop simultaneously
and sometimes with stiff competition.
By the end of the Neolithic Age, agriculture
developed with the support of better
technology. Exchange of food developed in
a small way. The expansion of agriculture
necessitated sedentary habits. Gradually, a
village society emerged.

Activities
With the advent of agriculture, major changes took place in the life of human beings
who had lived as hunters and gatherers. Prepare a project report on the changes that
occurred in the food habits, tools, travel, forming of groups, entertainment, faith and
other aspects from Palaeolithic period to the Neolithic period. Form groups and consolidate the information through group discussion. (You may use texts, the library, the
internet and other resources available.)
The change from hunters and gatherers to producers of food and sedentary communities was
a major one. Prepare a graphic narrative of how man, who was under the tutelage of nature
became 'man'.
16 Social Science - I
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A number of changes took place in human life from the ice-covered Pleistocene Age to the end
of the Neolithic Age. Organise a seminar with food gathering, mutual co-operation, formation of society, ritualistic art, etc. as the main themes.
What were the changes brought about in human life by the invention of the wheel? Present this
as an 'Autobiography of the Wheel'.
What would have been the changes that occurred in this period in the matter of people producing food for their own requirement?
The tools of Neolithic Age are finer and more practical than those of the Mesolithic Age. What
were the changes that would have taken place in the manufacture of tools and weapons and
their use, considering their size and the method of their use? Prepare a slide show on 'Stone
tools - Growth and Development' and present it in class. (Help of local historians, school
library, internet, etc. can be used for this.)
What makes man distinct from animals is the manufacture of tools and their efficient use. It is
seen by the end of Neolithic Age that man who lived by struggling with nature gradually
started to control nature. Justify this statement on the basis of evidence.

•

From Food Gathering to Food Production
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Cenozoic
(mammals)

• Pre- Cambrian

• Palaeozoic

Mesozoic

$

Era

• 350
• 400
• 440
• 500
• 600

• Carboniferous

• Triassic

• Silurian

• Ordovician

• Cambrian

• 4500

• 270

• Permian

• 225

• 65

Paleocene

• Triassic

• 54

Eocene

• 180

• 38

Oligocene

• Jurassic

• 25

Miocene

• 135

• 5.1

Pliocene

• Crataceous

•2

Plestocene

$• \memw
L´w
3th Stage

• 0.01

Age (MYA)

Recent

Epoch

Quaternary

Piriod

• Origin of the earth. monocellular organisms and a few multicellular
organisms at 3.6 mya.

• All invertebrate phyla appear and algae diversify.

• First Verterates, the jawless fish; invertebrates dominate the sea.

• Primitive fish, plants and arthropods.

• Fishes are dominant; first amphibians.

• Amphibians dominant in coal forests; first reptiles and trees.

• Primitive reptiles replace amphibians as dominant class.

• First dinosaurs and mammal-like reptiles, with culmination of large amphibians.

• Dinosaurs, dominant; marsupial and placental mammals appear;
first flowering plants spread rapidly.
• Dominance of dinosaurs; first mammals and birds; insects abundant.

• Expansion and modernization of mammals

• Culmination of mammalian speciation

• Early humans and giant mammals become extinct

• Modern genera of animals

Nature of Life

Annexure
Geological Ages and Corresponding Life Forms
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The Invention of Bronze

A new stage in the development of human
life was the beginning of the use of metals
for making tools. The processing of metals
and the making of alloys was a job that
required expert training. Alloy was the result
of continuous experiments. In the initial
stages, separation of pure copper was a
difficult task. After many experiments and
trials, the Sumerians evolved the technique
of making bronze by mixing copper and lead.
But this invention was not entirely their own.
There are evidences to show that, during the
same period, bronze was used in the South
Asian subcontinent also.

Close observation, accurate experiment and
clear comparative study made this alloy
which is better than copper. By observing its
properties and experimenting further as well
as comparing it with existing metals, early
man found that this metal was better than
copper.

Bronze was born when copper melted from
its ore got accidentally mixed with lead.

The alloy made by mixing copper with tin is
called bronze.

Alloy
An alloy is made by melting two or more
metals. Archaeologists have found that the use
of alloys was prevalent in the civilizations of
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Harappa and China.
Bronze

Metal workers manufacturing bronze tools

What do the marked parts in picture indicate? Melting of metal and manufacture of
tools were enabled by the many skills that men acquired. What are those skills? Were
such practices prevalent in your area? Can you find out the history of how they
evolved?
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A brassiere needed expert training. He was
engaged in that work full time. Copper and
lead were not available in Harappa, Sumer,
Babylon, etc. These metals had to be brought
in from long distances. Only cultures that
had a surplus could engage in such long
distance trade.

Bronze Age
Bronze came into use during the period
between the Stone Age and the Iron Age.
This period is known as the Bronze Age. The
use of stone tools continued in this period
too.
During prehistoric times, when cultures
developed gradually, bronze was used for
making weapons and tools. The search for
newer and better tools for producing food led
to the invention of bronze and its use. It was
in this period that early cities came up. This
complex situation is described as 'urban
revolution'.
Population increased in the region between
Eastern Mediterranean and South Asia about
6000 years ago. Along with this, forms of
subsistence suitable to the respective region
also developed.

The major activities of this period included
• Hunting
•

Fishing

• Plough agriculture
•

Cattle rearing

•

Handicrafts

• Exchange
• Long distance trade
Later, by the time of the Bronze Age, contacts
between different peoples and civilisations
began to grow. They had knowledge in
agriculture, metal processing, building
technology, etc., which required the applied
knowledge of biology, geology, astronomy,
chemistry and so on. Their views on matters
like death and life after death are revealed in
the pictures, sculptures and architecture of
Bronze Age. A special feature of this period
was that knowledge was no longer confined
to any particular area and that it spread to
other places. The system of exchange and
long distance trade helped in the spread of
knowledge.

The manufacture of tools by refining metals, agriculture, construction of buildings, etc. are the
combined result of many skills and applied knowledge.
•

What were the skills required for these?

•

Which of those ideas derived from practical application were used for these?

•

Is it possible that those skills and ideas developed in the same place?

•

What were the circumstances that led to the exchange of knowledge?

Have group discussions and present your conclusion in the class room.

The civilizations of the Bronze Age emerged
in the valleys of rivers like Nile, Euphrates,
Tigris, Indus and Hwang Ho. The fertility of
river valleys caused by the deposit of alluvial
20 Social Science - I

soil during floods and the abundant supply
of water created circumstances for the
production of surplus food.

Chapter -

• People started cultivating marshy lands
after draining them.
• Dense forests disappeared.
• Construction of canals for drainage increased.
• Embankments were built for controlling
floods.

RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS
Egypt (3000-1780 BC)
To the West of Egypt lies the vast Sahara
desert and to the East lies the Namibian
desert. Gold, copper, and multicoloured

2

semiprecious stones were available in plenty
in Egypt. Direct evidence of the early stages
of the Egyptian Civilization is available
below the alluvial soil deposited in the Nile
valley. The rise and fall of the Egyptian
Civilization were according to the
fluctuations in the flooding of the Nile river.
At the end of each summer, the ensuing
Ethiopian floods deposited black and fertile
alluvial soil on the banks of the river.
Agricultural products of this area became the
basic factor of the Egyptian civilization.
People, including the early Greek travellers,
described this civilisation as the 'Gift of the
Nile'.
The kings of Egypt were known as 'Pharaohs'.
The supreme authority of the land was vested
with the Pharaoh.

Pharaoh.

Hieroglyphics

Map on ancient Egypt

A feature of the Egyptian civilization was that
events were recorded accurately. The script
used for writing down these records is known
as hieroglyphics, meaning 'The Holy Script'.
The Invention of Bronze
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The oldest record discovered relates roughly
to the period 3200 B.C. This script is read
from right to left.

• Dates of building temples, consecration
of idols, etc.
• Dates of royal customs and rituals
• Population statistics.
• Description of military raids.

Construction of Historical
Monuments
Monuments were built in memory of their
kings. They were known as pyramids.
Besides these, archaeologists have
discovered temples, palace complexes, etc.
In the initial stages, dried bricks made of clay
were used for the construction of buildings.
Later, square blocks of stone began to be
used. Gradually, granite began to be used
for constructing the tombs, palaces etc.
Hieroglyphic script.

Pyramids

Some of the events recorded in the Hieroglyphic Script
• Administrative achievements of the
Pharaohs.

The pyramids of Egypt are one of the
wonders of the world. They bring out the
strength and beauty of work in stone. The
base of the pyramids is square and the sides

Pyramids.
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arc triangular. The top of the pyramid is the
apex of the triangle.

The Contents of the Pyramids
• Dead bodies of the kings and members of
the royal family kept as 'mummies'.

2

• Dead bodies of their favourites.
• Weapons, clothes and jewellery used by
them.
• Immense gold, silver and gems.
In fact, the world came to know first about
the Egyptian Civilization from the treasure
hunters who looted the pyramids.
Along with thousands of slaves, farm
labourers and artisans were also employed
for the construction of the pyramids.
The construction of the pyramids was mainly
during the season when the Nile was
flooded. Cultivation was not possible during
this period. Also, it was easier to transport
heavy stones through the water to the
construction site.

Mummy and the box that
contained it.

The construction of the pyramids shows the
development of geometry. The weights and
measures can be taken as indicating the level
of knowledge of Egyptions in technology.
They also knew the use of decimals.

The oldest pyramid.
This pyramid is in the Sakkara Plateau near Memphis. It was built in memory
of king Djoser, by Imhotep, the architect.
The Invention of Bronze
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Technical skills grew due to the requirements of life. In the pictures below, different stages of
constructing a pyramid are shown. Number them in the correct order. Find out the knowledge
used at each stage and the scientific and technological area developed through such knowledge.
Prepare a note on the scientific and technical knowledge of the Egyptians.

After construction, labourers remove the inclined
plane and polish the surface with lime.

Huge lime boulders are cut to size.

After making boulders of stone, they are taken up
through inclined planes constructed for the purpose.

Ground is Prepared for construction of the pyramid

Stone blocks are brought from distant
places by boats through the Nile.
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Sumer (3200-1200 B.C.)
The land lying between the rivers Euphrates
and Tigris, flowing through the present day
Iraq, was known as Mesopotamia. A Bronze
Age civilisation developed there, first in
Sumer. In the Bible, this place is known as
Shinar. Vast marshy lands, forests of bamboo
touching the sky, river banks with rich soil
and slush mixed, periodic floods of the
rivers, etc. make Sumer distinct from other
sites of Mesopotamian Civilization..
Agriculture, animal husbandry, irrigation
etc. became the monopoly of temples,
palaces and big business families during the
period of Sumerian civilisation. Written
evidence regarding the employment of
labourers in the farmlands under the control
of the State has been obtained from the
Sumerian city of 'Ur'.

Ziggurats
A temple or a complex of temples is called a
Ziggurat. The Ziggurats are built entirely
with large clumps of clay mixed entirely with
hand. It is a pyramidal structure with a white-
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washed small temple reached by a flight of
steps built with mud bricks.
Building such large structures required
materials like mud, bricks, etc. and transport
facilities and plenty of labourers. For whom
did they work? Was it for God? Or, was it
for other powerful people who controlled
them?
People of this civilization used advanced
technical knowledge for irrigation. The use
of new and effective tools for agriculture
became widespread. Along with the use of
plough share, the method of ploughing the
land by using donkeys and bullocks became
popular during this period.
A
comprehensive system of irrigation
transformed even waste lands into fertile
land.

Crops and Animal Wealth
The main crops of Sumer were barley, wheat,
pulses, dates, grapes, etc. Among the
animals they kept were goats, sheep, pigs
and donkeys. We must not forget the fact
that men continued to hunt even in this
period. Cows were reared for milk and milk
products. Animal husbandry was an
essential part of the region's economy.

A model of a Ziggurat.
The Invention of Bronze
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Cuneiform Writing

Handicrafts

The script developed in Sumer is called the
'Cuneiform Script'. The Script had symbols
in the shape of wooden wedges imprinted
on clay vertically and horizontally.

The archaeological remains excavated from
temples and palace compounds reveal that
different types of handicrafts which required
expert training existed in Sumer. Metal
remains, kilns used for baking clay vessels,
etc. are evidence of this. The making of
pottery, carving, jewellery and other such
crafts were some of them. It appears that the
use of gold, silver and different alloys was
widespread.
The surplus income obtained from
agriculture and cattle rearing laid the
foundation for trade. There are stories in
Sumeria which depict the temples as
granaries.

Cuneiform writings are to be read from right
to left. The script was perfected by 3000 B.C.

Facilities were provided to enter rivers and
streams from these storehouses of grains.
Pictures which show grains, fish, animals etc.
being loaded into boats have been obtained
from this area.

Locate Egypt and Sumer in a world map. Prepare a table showing the similarities and differences
in agriculture, life style, construction of buildings, art of writing, handicrafts etc. in these two
civilisations. What was the reason for this? Discuss and write down your conclusions.

Babylon
We have already seen Sumer which was a
part of the Mesopotamian Civilization.
Ancient Babylonian Civilization is another
part of it. This developed in the Tigris river
valley. In the political history of
Mesopotamia, we can see that several citystates and small countries established their
rule. Dynasties too originated at this time.
The political climate in Babylon changed
again by 1800 B.C. South Babylon came under
the control of Rim-sin and North Babylon
came under Hammurabi. The political
26 Social Science - I

instability affected trade and commerce.
Towns began to decline. Technical
knowledge was more and more confined to
interior areas. Markets shifted to villages.
Due to the presence of armed forces in South
Babylon, people migrated to North Babylon
in large numbers.
Land belonged mostly to the king. The right
over animals and labourers also belonged to
the king. Still, to have the work done, contract
labourers had to be relied on. Families
cultivated small parcels of land. The farmers
were often compelled to take loans from the
palace and temples for agricultural purposes.
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To escape the increasing liability that this
brought on, many were reduced to slavery.

The Legal Code of Hammurabi
The comprehensive legal code introduced by
Hammurabi in Babylon is well-known.
There existed law in Mesopotamia prior to
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Hammurabi also. The basis of the legal code
implemented by Hammurabi is the policy of
punishment based on the principle of 'an eye
for an eye; a tooth for a tooth'. Hammurabi
stood for ideas like justice, equality,
protection of widows, protection of farmers
and traders.

You are now familiar with the code of Hammurabi. Why should these laws have been framed?
Discuss.

China (3000-1600 B. C.)
In was in the Hwang Ho river valley that the
ancient Chinese Civilization grew and
developed. The beginning of the Civilization
was in the Old Stone Age. Agriculture and
cattle breeding had developed even before
6000 B.C. The ancient farming tribes
regulated farming activities almost during
the same time.
Only very limited evidence has been
obtained about the early stages of the ancient
Chinese culture. The Chinese built their
houses in the shape of a circle. The upper
portion was conical in shape. The flooring
inside was of a mixture of wet mud and straw.
The remains of ovens, semicircular in shape,
have been recovered from here. Rooms for
storing grains and keeping goods, kilns for
baking clay vessels etc. have been found
adjacent to the houses. Near the residential
complexes, the remains of a public burial
ground have also been found.
The ancient Chinese civilization developed
mainly depending on agricultural activity.
The use of stone tools was universal. There
are indications that hard stone axes were used
for clearing the jungle. Pits were dug by using
a twin pointed tool made of wood and stone
showels were used for the preparation of
land for cultivation. Proliferation of

agricultural implements and increased cattle
wealth indicate the progress in agriculture.

Chinese Clay Pots.

Grey-coloured clay pots were used widely
at this time. The use of black and red pottery
was also seen at a smaller scale during this
age. Among the pots were plates, cups,
pitchers, etc.
The construction of palace complexes become
widespread during the period between 1900
and 1600 BC. It was the Bronze Age in China
too. During this age, moulds for making
vessels and kilns for baking clay vessels came
into use. Wine cups made of bronze, small
axes, plates and three-legged vessels with a
flat bottom and handles have been obtained
in plenty.
Writing developed in China during this
period. The pictorial script of the Chinese was
different from the Cuneiform script of
Mesopotamia or the Hieroglyphics of Egypt.
The Invention of Bronze
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The logic of the name
The civilization was named the Harappan
Civilization according to the usual practice of
archaeology. When an ancient culture is
studied, it is usual to name it after its 'type site',
that is the place where the evidence of that
civilization was obtained first. Harappan
Civilization is also known as the Indus Valley
Civilization since it was spread over the banks
of the Indus and its tributaries.

Chinese Script.

In this script the pattern was that one sign
stood for one word. The script was written
from top to bottom.
It was at this time that cities developed in
China. Inequalities in society, different
handicrafts, long distance trade, art of
writing, palace complexes - all these point to
the emergence of a strong government.

Harappan Civilization

Harappa is a village on the right bank of the
river Ravi in the Montgomery district in
western Punjab in Pakistan. When the railway
line was laid there, the contractor used as ballast
bricks found in a nearby heap. The railway
engineer who noticed this informed the
authorities and the Archaeological Survey of
India started excavation there. This was how
the Harappan Civilization came to the world's
notice.
Excavations were conducted at these sites
under the leadership of the famous
archaeologist Sir John Marshall. We get to
know about the civilization by studying the
tools used by the people, the handicrafts, the
remains of buildings etc. Following these
early studies evidence has been recovered
from nearly 2000 sites as a result of the work
of many institutions and scholars.

Indus Valley Civilizations Estimated time scale

The Harappan Civilization is a great culture
which came into being about 3000 B. C. The
Harappan Civilization rose in a vast
geographical area in which there were big
cities, small towns and numerous villages
which were related to one another.

5500 - 3500 B.C.

- The Neolithic Age

3500 - 2600 B. C.

- Pre-Harappan Age

2600 - 1800 B. C.

The evidence of this civilization was obtained
from archaeological excavations conducted
at Harappa and Mohanjo Daro. Excavations
were started in 1921 in these places.

- Mature Harappan
Culture

1800 B.C. onwards - Late Harappan
Cultures

28 Social Science - I

Chapter -

2

Map of Harappa

Evidence of this culture has been received
from many places. The most important
among them are Harappa, Mohanjo Daro,
Lothal, etc.
The city of Harappa is divided into two parts,
with a citadel on ground raised by filling it
with mud and down below, the houses of the
common people. This pattern of settlement
can be seen in other Harappan cities also. On
the basis of size and importance of houses,
we can understand that there were different
classes among the people. A large granary
found in Harappa gives evidence of the
control of resources exercised by that society.

Mohanjo Daro is situated in the Larkana
district of Sind. This city on the banks of the
Indus river is the biggest city in the Harappan
culture. A special feature of this city is the
Great Bath. The remains of a wharf found in
Lothal in Gujarat give indisputable evidence
of the foreign trade conducted by the people
of this culture. Starting from Mandu in
Jammu in the north to the banks of the
Narmada in the south and from Surkotda in
the Makhran coast to Alamgirpur in
Uttarpradesh in the east, the Harappan
culture was spread over an area of more than
one lakh sq. kilometres.
The Invention of Bronze
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The Great Bath.

Distinct from the other cities of the
ancient world, town planning is a
unique feature of the Harappan
cities.
The other features of these cities were
streets cutting at right angles,
buildings on both sides of the streets,
covered drains, etc. The bricks were
of a standard size with defined
length, width and thickness.
Standardized weights and measures
was another feature. Numerous
steatite seals give information about
this civilization. Pictures and a script
are seen on the seals.

An excavated Harappan site
Pictures

Script

Human figures

Basic symbols

Animals

Ligatures

Birds

Pictures

Tools
Weapons
Trees

A Harappan Priest.
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Harappan script has not yet been
satisfactorily deciphered. Efforts are going
on in several parts of the world to read them,
with the help of advanced technology.
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No clear picture is available regarding their
political organisation. Different scholars hold
different opinions on the subject.

The End of the Harappan Civilization.
There are many theories about the end of the
Harappan civilization among historians.
Some of them are:
• Heavy floods and earthquakes.
• Rivers which changed their course and
the drying up of the Ghaggar-Hakra
river.
• External invasion.
The 'Pasupathi' seal

There were groups of many craftsmen in
sociery apart from agriculturists. They
included those working on conch shell and

• Changes in the environment.
• Collapse of trade and commerce.

Harappan Seals

mother-of-pearl, metal workers, potters,
brick makers, sculptors and weavers.

Harappan Trade and Commerce
Apart from agriculture, it was trade that
sustained the Civilization. Harappan cities
had trade relations with places like Egypt,
Mesopotamia, China, etc. These conclusions
have been arrived at on the basis of Harappan
seals and other artefacts recovered from
Egypt and Mesopotamian cities.

Danseuse cast in bronze.

Special features of the Bronze Age.
We must see the Bronze Age as a common
name that can be given to the Civilizations
of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Harappa and China.
The development of bronze and its use
marked a beginning of a new world order.
The Invention of Bronze
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There is evidence to show that, by the end of
prehistoric times, the mining of copper and
its use were prevalent. Weapons and tools
made with bronze had an advantage over
Neolithic weapons. Along with stone tools,
those made of bronze were being used in

agriculture and other activities. These tools
with a difference became useful in exploiting
the mineral resources and forest products.
Naturally, circumstances arose which
demanded co-operation between people
using stone tools and bronze tools.

Did the Bronze Age culture lead to a social formation based on mutual co-operation? Examine.

Bronze has many limitations.
When used on hard surfaces, tools
made of bronze break.
Copper and lead are comparatively rare
metals.
Only expert metalworkers can make the
alloy.
In the changed social order, exchanges, small
wars, invasions, trade etc. began to expand.
Rules to be observed while conducting trade
came into force. Standard weights and
measures developed in order to ascertain the

value of goods. Naturally, this led to the art
of writing representing ideas through
symbols and counting by using digits. The
main features of the Bronze Age are:
• Urbanisation.
• Emergence of the art of writing
• Invention of counting
As the Bronze Age progressed, the humans
who recognised the limitations of this metal,
must have continued their search for another
better metal. This led to the accidental
discovery of iron.

Exercises
Change in the earning of food brought with it the growth of the art of writing. Examine
this proposition on the basis of the history of writing in the Greek, Sumerian and Chinese
cultures and prepare an essay for a seminar.
What change took place with the use of bronze tools and weapons along with stone weapons?
What were the changes in society as a result of this?
A society, more cooperative than that of the Stone Age, developed in the Bronze Age. Prepare
a slide show of the changes it brought about in society.
We have seen that civilizations originated in river valleys. Prepare a table showing the reasons
for this. Introduce it in the class and summarise it. Prepare a chart and exhibit it.
List out the special features of the Harappan Civilization revealed by the map of Indus Valley
and the descriptions given. Prepare charts on administration, agricultural system, trade, art of
writing, town planning and technical knowledge which existed in the cultures of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, China and Harappa. On the basis of this chart, discuss the similarities and the
differences.

$
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Iron and Man

The discovery of iron, which is harder than
bronze, had a great role to play in the
progress of man. What could have been the
reason for the delay in the discovery and use
of iron?

Iron ore was first processed in Asia Minor
(today's Turkey) by Hittites, a tribe living
there.

The technology of Iron

Iron is available in nature as ore. Advanced
technical skill is required to process this ore
into iron. The use of iron was delayed due
to the delay in acquiring this technical skill.

Most places on earth have deposits of iron ore.
Charcoal is added to this ore and heated to a
high degree of temperature to produce iron.
This pure iron is beaten to make weapons and
tools.

Though iron came late, why did it gain so
much importance?

You have studied the main occupations of
the early people in the previous chapter.

Strength
Easy availability

Look at the shape of the iron tools given in the picture. How are they different from bronze tools?
What are the hints regarding their use given by their shape?
$ What could have been the purposes for which the iron tools shown in the picture were used by
the people of those times?
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What are the advantages that the use of iron
tools, which were hard and sharp, brought
to the lives of the people?
They helped to cut down huge trees and
break big stones.
They helped to plough the clay soil
deeper.

The Use of Iron in India
The use of iron was started in India roughly
3000 years ago.

The remains of iron weapons and tools were
first obtained from Athranjikhera in Western
Uttar Pradesh, Jodhpur and Noh in Rajasthan,
Bhagwanpura in Haryana etc. Similar evidence
has been recovered from thousands of other
places also.
Archaeologist have connected the 'Painted
Grey Ware' with the culture of the people who
used iron in India. This culture goes along with
the lifestyle referred to in the later Vedic
literature.
The Vedic people who inhabited the area of
Sapta Sindhu (the land of seven rivers), in the
north western part of India, had been living
by grazing cattle. Gradually, searching for
new pastures, they migrated to the Gangetic
plain in the east. The Gangetic plain was a
densely forested area which received heavy
rainfall. The plain was also rich in iron
deposits. With the use of iron tools, they
cleared the forests and started farming after
ploughing the fertile alluvial soil there. Since
the soil was very hard, they had to plough
the land several times in a year. They used a
plough drawn by cattle.
The original inhabitants of this area were
living by cultivating small pieces of land,
located at higher levels. The use of iron was
34 Social Science - I

unknown to them. They mainly cultivate
paddy and other small grains. But, since they
were unable to link agriculture with cattlerearing, they could not use cattle for
agricultural purposes or cow dung as
manure. They were breeding cattle in the
initial stages for milk and meat.
The Later Vedic people who came to the
Gangetic plain started to clear the dense
forests using iron implements. They
converted the land into farms and expanded
agriculture. The earlier inhabitants of the
Gangetic plain could not stop them as they
advanced with iron weapons and chariots
drawn by horses. The local people were still
using weapons made of copper. In due
course they either mingled with the Vedic
people or surrendered to them.
Agriculture is an activity which requires
more labour than cattle rearing. When the
Vedic people who migrated to the Gangetic
plains expanded agriculture, they required
more workers. They met this need by using
the local people conquered by them for
agricultural labour. They are referred to as
Dasas in contemporary literature. Here we
can see the beginning of the divide between
higher and lower classes.
The expansion of agriculture necessitated
domestication of cattle and sedentary life.
Cattle were the real wealth. To get control
over this wealth, they often fought with
weapons. Horses too had a prominent place
in the economy. Horses were used for riding
and in war. Barley was the main crop. Later
the farming of paddy and sugar cane started.
The Vedic people worshipped forces of
nature during the pastoral phase. With the
development of agriculture and sedentary
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life, customs and rituals became stronger.
Resources like grains, milk, ghee, animals
etc. required for these rituals were available

3

in plenty. An agricultural calendar, with six
seasons, evolved during this time.

We have talked about the civilization that developed in the Bronze Age on the banks of the
Indus river. Ganges is also an important river in India. But in the Bronze Age such a
civilization did not develop on the banks of the Ganges. What could have been the reasons for
this? Discuss.

The use of advanced techniques, extensive
farming on more land and knowledge of
farming methods led to substantial increase
in agricultural production. Thus, by
producing more grains than what was
required for consumption, there was a huge
surplus. But, this surplus was distributed
unevenly among those who actually
laboured and those who controlled these
labourers. This led to social inequality.
We have seen that division of labour for
agricultural production had begun in the
Neolithic Age. Requirements were met by
exchanging the resources. In the Vedic
culture there were two types of people - those
who employed others and those who did the
actual work. What kind of distinction would
have been created among people by this
system?

The people of the Gangetic plain exchanged
their surplus produce. This led to the rise of
a new set of people, with trade as their
occupation. The traders in one locality
joined together in groups called srenis and
formed 'trade guilds'. The head of each guild
was known as the 'Sreshti'. The trade centres
grew into towns and cities. Gradually trade
routes which connected different trade
centres came into existence.
The river Ganges was an important water
route for trade. The towns on the banks of
this river facilitated collection of resources
and distribution of products. Kasi (Varanasi)
was an important town on the banks of the
river Ganges.
Crafts grew with their base in cities. Textiles,
beads, pottery, products made of ivory etc.
were the main items of trade. In the initial

Look at these punch marked coins. The symbols are meant to identify the group of traders who
used them. What kinds of information do the coins give us?
Iron and Man
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The punch marked coins generally carry five
symbols. It is presumed that they were the
symbols of various groups of traders. Though
the coins are of the same weight, there are
great differences in their shapes.

time. You can see the different types of coins
in the picture.

stages, goods were given in exchange for
goods. But later, by the end of the Vedic Age,
coins were used for exchange and trade.
Coins with symbols punched on them
(punch- marked coins) were used during this

The coins used in those days were called
'karshapana'. You can see that the word
reminds us the words for money used in
Malayalam such as 'kasu' and 'panam'. The
use of coins gave great impetus to trade. The
expansion of trade helped people of the
Gangetic plain to establish relations with
distant places.

Punch-marked coins

The symbols seen in punch-marked coins
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Which were the cities that grew into centres of trade in the Vedic period? Trace the routes
which connected them with the help of a map.
$ Imagine that you are the leader of a group of traders. Prepare a description of trade in those
times.
$ We have seen that people divided work among themselves to increase production both in the
Neolithic Age and in the Vedic Age. What was the difference between these two? What were
the changes they created in the society?
Iron and Man
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Greek Civilization
Two important civilizations which developed
during the Iron Age are the Greek and Roman
Civilizations.
Greek Civilization was an important one in
the ancient Western world. It is also known
as the Hellenic Civilisation. We get
information about the Greek Civilization
from the epics of Homer - the Iliad and the
Odyssey. The socio-economic life of the
Greeks was relatively simple. The main
occupation of the people was agriculture and
cattle-rearing. Barter system was prevalent.
Towns came into existence as a result of the
expansion of trade and to meet defence
needs. These towns, which were also
administrative headquarters, grew into 'city
states'. Athens and Sparta were the main city
states of Greece.
The ancient Greeks made major contributions
in different fields of knowledge.
In Table 3.1 are given the areas in which the
Greeks made great contributions and the
individuals who made the contributions.

Field of knowledge People who contributed
Philosophy

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

Mathematics

Archimedes, Pythagoras,
Euclid

Medicine

Hippocrates

Theatre

Aeschylus, Sophocles,
Euripides, Aristophanes

History

Herodotus, Thucydides

Sculpture

Phidias

Geography

Eratosthenes
Table 3.1
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There were trade relations between GrecoRoman people and Indians. Several Roman
coins were recovered from different parts of
India. From the remains of Pompeii city,
which was submerged under lava when the
volcano Vesuvius in Italy erupted, craft items
made in India have been recovered.
The achievements of the Greeks in the field
of philosophy are well known. The
foundation of Greek philosophy was laid
by the Milesian thinkers. Their philosophy
was materialistic. They gave importance to
scientific enquiries. But, gradually, idealist
philosophy became popular. These thinkers
were called 'Sophists'.
Greek gods and goddesses were conceived
in human form. They were said to be
connected to various branches of
knowledge. Athena, Apollo and Zeus were
some of the Greek divinities. Athens got its
name from Athena. Life in Athens was
different from that of other city states. The
administration of Athens was democratic.
Historians believe that Athens reached its
golden age under Pericles. Their means of
livelihood were agriculture and trade.
Though trade was developed, their
economic life was generally simple. The
achievements which they had attained in the
fields of art and literature later became the
foundation of Western civilizations.

Athens and Democracy
The administrative system and legislative
process in Athens are described as
democratic. What does this mean? It means
simply that all male citizens participated in
electing their leaders. They had a share in
making laws and taking administrative
decisions slaves, foreigners and women
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were excluded. Athens had no king or queen.
They had a council of 500 members and a
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large Assembly. All male citizens were
eligible to participate in the Assembly.

How correct is it to call this administrative system in Athens 'democratic'? Discuss.

Alexander of Macedonia, after conquering
portions of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia etc.
reached up to the Indus river basin. As a
result of this there was a mixing of oriental
and occidental cultures in these places. This
is called 'Hellenistic culture'. It can be said
that it was the Hellenistic culture which links
Greek culture with the Roman culture.

Roman Civilization
The founders of Rome were people who
lived on the southern bank of river Tiber in
Italy. We have already discussed the trade
relations that Rome had with India. Rome
played a substantial role in establishing trade
and cultural relations between eastern
countries and the western world.
The history of Rome, during the two
centuries before Christ, was a one of incessant
wars. It was after these wars that Rome

occupied sufficient lands to accommodate the
increasing population. When they had more
land under their control, people turned to
agriculture. They did not give any
importance to industry and trade for the
same reason. The main occupation of the
people were war and agriculture. A few
artisans lived and plied their trade in the
towns. Trade developed very gradually.
Greek culture had substantial influence on
Roman culture. This influence can be clearly
seen in literature, sculpture and philosophy.
The Romans did not believe in life after death.
Priests had considerable influence in society.
Have you heard of a system in which human
beings were sold and bought in markets, like
cattle and products? That was slavery.
Rome was a place where slavery was
prevalent. There were prolonged wars

Aqueduct
These were canals used for
taking water over the river
basin. They look like
bridges.

Aqueduct
Iron and Man
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between Rome and Carthage, the northern
part of Africa. These wars are known as Punic
wars. The history of Rome after these wars is
very complex. This period witnessed very
strong clashes between groups, massacres,
wars and revolts. In some of the revolts slaves
too participated. The story of the slave leader
Spartacus, who organised the revolt, is very
famous. During the period of Emperor
Augustus, who was the most important ruler
of Rome, several reforms were implemented.
The Romans made great contributions in the
fields of art, literature and architecture. Virgil
and Ovid enriched ancient Latin literature.
Roman architecture shows power, strength
and glory. They built several roads, bridges
and aqueducts. The first two centuries after
Christ was the period of economic prosperity

in the history of Rome. During this period,
they established trade relations with various
countries including India.

Inequality in Society
We have seen earlier the developments in
the Gangetic plain. Traders settled in groups
in designated areas of the cities depending
on the availability of resources. As a result
of this, trade and handicrafts were centred
regionally. Gradually, trade and handicrafts
became hereditary. Traders and artisans
grew into an important section of society and
settled in cities.
As trade and agriculture expanded, more
labourers were required. The original
inhabitants of the Gangetic plain became the
workers in the agricultural and artisanal
fields.

What changes were created in the labour sector by the arrival of the Vedic people to the Gangetic
plain? What were the activities in which the people were engaged in that period? Were there
equal rights and positions in society for all the people who were doing different types of work?
Discuss.

In the society consisting of the Vedic people
and the original inhabitants of the Gangetic
plain, there arose some social distinctions,
based on their profession. This was the basis
of the caste system. In this system, the people
in the lowest category had to serve the higher
castes like slaves. Their life was full of
poverty and suffering. But, another group
in society became prosperous through
agriculture and trade. Those who were
known as Grihapathi or Sreshti kept all the
powers and privileges for themselves. They
led luxurious lives. Attempts to control
wealth often caused wars and attacks on other
groups. These types of socio-economic
inequalities on the basis of work later turned
out to be the harsh caste system.
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Ideological justification for the division of the
society was provided by the notion of
chaturvarnya. According to this, people were
divided into four varnas- brahmins, kshatriyas,
vaisyas and sudras.
This type of inequality was prevalent in the
ancient Roman Empire also. But it was not
on the basis of caste system as in India.
There, it was on the basis of the class. Roman
society was divided into two - the patricians
and the plebians. The patricians were rich
and powerful people and the plebeians were
the ordinary people consisting of farmers and
labourers. Plebians experienced hardships
and sufferings. They had no role in the
administration. Under the Roman system,
they did not enjoy any legal protection. The
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long struggle which took place between the
patricians and the plebians was called the
'Struggle of the Orders'. In this, the plebians
got a decisive victory. The privileges
obtained as a result of this were engraved on
'Twelve Tables'. This did not bring about

3

any basic change. Later, the first Plebian
Council came into existence. The plebians
secured their final victory when laws made
by this council were made applicable to the
patricians also.

Discuss the similarities and differences between the caste system which prevailed in India and
the class system which prevailed in Rome.

The shift of the Vedic people from cattle
rearing to agriculture and later to trade
created several problems in society. As a
reaction, new movements and ideas took

shape around the 6th century B. C. For
example, the Upanishads were composed
about this time. Buddhism and Jainism were
born around this time too.

Exercises
· 'While iron led to increased production, it also led to differentiation of people in the
society.' Do you agree with this view? Why?
Increased production led to exchange and gradually to trade. Prepare a flow chart on the
growth of trade and present it in the class.
What are the similarities and dissimilarities between the slavery in Rome and the caste system in
the Gangetic plain? Prepare a chart.
Organise a seminar based on the use of iron, agriculture, the expansion of social relations,
trade, the changes in these over time, etc.
Exhibit the film of Spartacus, the leader of slaves, in the class and prepare a feature based on
the lives of the slaves. (Seek help from the book 'The Story of Spartacus', other historical
books, the internet etc.
What were the changes in the progress of man's social and economic life brought about by the
use of iron? Discuss.

Iron and Man
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IX

Early Forms of Power

We have identified the importance of
Neolithic Age in the history of human
civilization. It was then that humans left
behind the stage of nomadic life and became
sedentary. Gradually their social life
developed further in the Bronze Age and the
Iron Age. Family was the base of society. But
as social life became complex, it brought in
more control mechanisms and use of power.
It is necessary to know the history of the
exercise of power and how it extended from
the family to the larger areas.

From clan to state
We know the structure of family today and
the mutual relationships and responsibilities

within it. Initially, women and men shared
their responsibilities equally. Gradually the
strong male became the head of the family
and started controlling it. Several such
families, sharing blood relationship, became
a large community and came to be known as
a lineage. It was the responsibility of the
leader to control the lineage in all matters and
administer justice. When larger communities
were formed, containing several such
lineages, they were known as clans. The
people of a clan shared common rituals and
beliefs. The chiefs controlled the clan. Power
was exerised in controlling the production
and distribution of agricultural produce.

Imagine that you are the leader of a clan. How would you control the relationships among
various lineages and the general responsibilities of the clan?
•

Present the notes prepared by each of you in the group, prepare a flow chart showing the
relationship between the family, lineage and clan.

How could human beings overcome the
limitations of lineage and clan to become
state?
As agriculture expanded, production
increased. This led to the development of
trade. Trade centres grew into cities. Several
clans came to the cities for trade. Groups
engaged in trade and manufacture of
handicrafts began to flourish in the cities.
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This led to the emergence of private property.
Gradually social inequalities increased. As
trade developed, cities began to expand. It
became necessary to frame laws to control
different groups in the city. Power centres
came up for enforcing the laws. In fact, state
is a power centre that emerged from a lower
level to a higher level. Cities which became
trade centres were the centres of the early
states.
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What were the laws that could have been framed to control the traders and artisans? How
would they have been enforced? Discuss.

In the early stages these power-centres were

Mahajanapadas. There was monarchy in some
known as janapadas in India and city states in of them and the administration was by the
Greece. The jurisdiction of the janapadas was Ganasanghas in some others.
limited. Sixteen of them grew into
Use the political map of South Asia and identify the mahajanapadas and their present locations.
To which areas of South Asia were they extended?
16
15

13
14
12

9

4
7

11

6
8

5

3
2

1

10

Janapadas

Mahajanapadas
Mahajanapada was the early form of a state,
consisting of a geographical area which
included people who depended mainly on
agricultural sector. They developed around
cities which had developed as centres of trade
and commerce. Some form of political power
structure came up in these centres to collect
the surplus production, to redistribute them
and also to maintain a legal system. These
forms of power can be described as 'monarchy'
and 'ganasanghas'.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Magadha
Anga
Vajji
Malla
Kasi
Vatsa
Kosala
Chedi
Panchala
Asmaka
Avanthi
Surasena
Kuru
Matsya
Gandhara
Kamboja

Ganasangha and monarchy
Were the Ganasanghas of mahajanapadas and
monarchies similar?
When we examine the geography of India,
the importance of the northern mountain
ranges and of the Great Indian Plain is very
evident. The rule of ganasanghas prevailed
mainly in the Mahajanapadas lying closer to
the Himalayas. Monarchy was mostly in the
Mahajanapadas of the Gangetic plain. The
names ganasangha and ganarajya indicate the
Mahajanapadas which were ruled by councils
of members of the same status. Ganasangha
was a collective of clans and chiefs of clans.
Early Forms of Power
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The ganasanghas carried out governance by
maintaining unity on the basis of common
decisions. Differences of opinions were
sorted out by common consent. As a
democratic pattern was accepted in matters
of administration, historians called such
janapadas republics.
In other janapadas there was a system of
governance in which the authority was vested
in royal families. Monarchy evolved from

oligarchy. Power was hereditary. Ministers
and advisory councils assisted the king in
administration. Mallas, Vajjis and Sakyas
followed the Ganasangha pattern. Monarchy
prevailed in Kasi, Kosala and Magadha. In
areas where the ganasanghas and the
monarchies flourished, their power
consisted of collecting taxes, maintaining law
and order, irrigation, regulation of
production and distribution and so on.

Prepare a chart comparing the features of Ganasangha and monarchy. Discuss the similarities
and differences.

The Concept of State and the First
Empire
We have discussed the Mahajanapadas as the
early forms of the state. These mahajanapadas
evolved into full-fledged states and some of
them into empires.
Magadha was the first empire in India. How
did Magadha, which was one of the
Mahajanapadas, develop into the core of an
empire?
The proximity of the Ganges and its
tributaries made Magadha very fertile.
Magadha was able to control trade through
the river. Rich deposits of iron ore enabled
production of weapons and agricultural
implements in plenty. Another factor is the
forest in the foot hills of the Himalayas.
Elephants captured from here gave added
strength to the army of Magadha. By using
the timber from the forest, they built large

forts as well as big boats required for trade.
These factors gave Magadha an advantage
over other Mahajanapadas.
The prominent Mahajanapadas in the Gangetic
plain by the 6th century were Kasi, Kosala and
Vajji. For about a century, they fought each
other for political supremacy in which
Magadha emerged victorious and became
the most important power-centre in Northern
India. This victory was complete by the time
of Ajathasatru who shifted the capital from
the mountainous Rajagriha to Pataliputra in
the plains. Later, when Mahapadma Nanda
captured power and expanded the borders
of the kingdom, it was the beginning of
imperial rule in India. The rule of the Nanda
dynasty, particularly their revenue system,
created discontent among the people. This
led to the establishment of the Mauryan
empire.

Iron and steel industries are concentrated mostly in Bihar-Jharkhand areas. Magadha was
located in this region. In what way could iron have helped the growth of Magadha? Discuss.
Write down your conclusions.
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Kautilya and the Saptanga theory
It was Kautilya, also known as Chanakya,
who gave the first cogent explanation for the
concept of state through his book Arthasastra.
According to Arthasastra, there are seven
elements which go into making a state. They
are Swami (king), Amatya (minister), Janapada
(territory), Durga (fort), Kosa (treasury), Danda
(law and justice) and Mitra (powerful
friends).
Kautilya clarifies that if any of these factors
became weak, it would affect all the activities
of the government.
What Kautilya did was to identify the
elements of a state which was evolving in the
Gangetic plain. Chandragupta Maurya
extended the empire and controlled the
affairs of the administration of surrounding
areas from a centre. Thus, he was
inaugurating a new administrative set up.
The Mauryan empire became most powerful
during Asoka's reign.

Asoka's Edicts (Dharmasasanas)
Asoka set up edicts in various places. They
are in three categories - Major Edicts, Minor
Edicts, Pillar Edicts. The Major Edicts are
engraved on huge boulders lying on the
boundaries of his empire. Pillar Edicts are on
the pre-existing stone pillars standing at
different places in the Gangetic plain. Besides
these, Miror Edicts were also set up in some
places within the empire. The contents of the
Major Edicts are administrative and social
matters. Through the Pillar Edicts, Asoka
communicated directly with the Buddhist
Sanghas. Regional and current subjects were
generally the contents of the Minor Edicts.

The Rummindei Edict of Asoka

Asoka said in his edicts that Gandhara,
Kamboja and Jona were on his boundaries.
His edicts also say that the Cholas, Cheras
and Pandyas of South India were his
neighbours. He had established trade
relations with Burma, Sri Lanka and South
India by sea through the port of Tamralipti
(modern Tamluk) on the Bengal coast. Asoka
says that he was friendly with countries like
Antioch (area containing modern Damascus),
Persia and Egypt.
Magadha had relations with Persia from very
early times. The Persian connection which
continued for about two centuries beginning
from the period of Darius I who was the ruler
of Persia, influenced social and economic
sectors. As a result, trade and commerce
progressed. Asoka's pillars reveal that there
were traces of Persian
influence in the
Mauryan sculpture.
The pillar at Sarnath is
one of the pillars
erected by Asoka.
Four lions and the
wheel of Dhamma are
sculpted on its
capital. Independent
India has adopted
this as its emblem. In
the centre, there is a
wheel with 24 spokes.
This wheel adorns
our National Flag.
Early Forms of Power
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Administrative Structure
The Mauryan Empire was the first systematic
empire. The Mauryas were able to
implement a centralised administrative
system. Their capital was Pataliputra.
Besides this, Ujjain, Kausambi, Tosali

(Orissa) and Suvarnagiri (Andhra) were the
other main cities. The whole area from the
Gangetic plain in the east to Kandahar in the
west and from Kashmir in the north to
Karnataka in the South was under the rule of
the Maurya empire.

Taxila

Kapilavasthu
Ujjain

Pataliputra
Saranath

Kausambi

Sanchi

Ka

lin

ga

Sourashtra

Extent of Mauryan Empire

The Mauryan Empire during Asoka's reign.

Find out from the map the places to which Mauryan Empire had extended.
Megasthanes was the Greek envoy in the
court of Chandragupta Maurya. His book
Indica gives us details of the social and
political conditions prevailing in India at that
time. The king had the supreme authority
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over law and justice and over administrative
departments. Six committees consisting of
five members each looked after the city
administration. The main sources of income
were land tax and toll charges. Another
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source of income were the vast agricultural
lands under the direct control of the king. Yet
another source was from the mines. A main
aspect of the administration was a wellorganised
intelligence
system.
Administrative set up gave importance to
welfare activities. Severe punishment was
awarded to criminals. Asoka accepted
Dharma as his policy.

The Empire Weakens
The Mauryas ruled over a vast geographical
area. But, why did such a powerful empire
become weak?
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The vast Mauryan Empire was controlled
from a central place. After Asoka, when the
central rule became weak, several regions
became independent states. Indo-Bactrians,
Satavahanas, Sungas, Kanvas, Chedis and
others thus became independent. A situation
arose when there was not enough income to
maintain either the army or the
administration. The efforts of officials to
suppress the defiant or rebellious states
further weakened the empire.

Did the Mauryan Empire decay because the distant areas were controlled from a centralised
place, instead of controlling them through a decentralised administrative system? Discuss and
prepare a note.

Greece and Rome
In the early stages, Greeks lived as clans.
Each clans had a head. Several clans
constituted a tribe, and each tribe had a chief.
Gradually villages joined together and began
to form larger units. This led to the formation
of city states. The main city states which
developed in Greece were Mycenea, Athens,
Sparta, Macedon, Corinth and Thebes. In the
city states, though monarchy prevailed to
begin with, landowners later captured
power. When traders became rich, they
joined with the farmers and opposed the land
owners. Finally this led to the development
of a democratic form of government. In some
areas, the rule was by the aristocracy.
When we speak of city states in Greece,
examples of two different styles of
administration are available in Athens and
Sparta. Sparta developed as a military state.
Military training and service were made

compulsory. The responsibility of the king
was to establish military rule. As against this,
Athens had a democratic system of
government. Athens shifted from monarchy
to aristocracy and then to democracy. Under
democratic rule, Athens achieved progress
in the fields of industry, trade and culture.
At the end of a long war with Sparta, the
democracy in Athens ended and it came
under the control of Sparta.

The book Historia by Herodotus gives a
description of wars between the city states of
Greece and the Persian Empire. This is known
as the first book of history in the world.
Thucydides tells us the story of the
Peloponnesian wars between the armies of the
Greek City states, under Sparta and Athen. This
is described as the first political history.

Early Forms of Power
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Analyse the administrative systems of mahajanapada in India and of the city states of Greece
and find out the similarities and differences. Tabulate them and present in clan.

By 1000 B.C. a city state developed around
Rome. In this early period there was a king,
an assembly and a senate. Later, the power
of the king was usurped and a Republic was
established.

Roman Republic
In Rome, real authority was exercised by a
Senate dominated by rich families. This
system has been called a republic. The
Senate included the old Senate and
Assembly. It had the power to change the
decisions of the Assembly. Octavian reestablished monarchy in 27 B.C. after
overthrowing the Republic. This was known
as the First Roman empire. The Emperor,
high officials, the army, etc. were major
political constituents. As in the Mauryan
Empire in India, in Rome too a centralised

rule was established. The first three centuries
after Christ were the glorious period of the
Roman empire. Gradually, the empire began
to decline. The reasons for this decline were
the invasions by the tribal groups from North
eastern Europe, the conflicts between
economic class, and the dicadent slavery
system.

Roman Laws
We have already heard of the patricians and
the plebeians. To end their conflicts, unification
of laws became necessary. This was known as
the Twelve Tables . People became increasingly
aware of their privileges and they resisted the
illegal actions of the officials. After centuries,
Emperor Justinian codified all these into a
single law code.

Exercises
Show how the relevance of clans and tribes was lost when the city states developed and
social life became more complex.
Magadha was a witness to the rise and fall of several empires. It is also one of the most
heavily crowded human habitations in the world. Assess the reasons.
Prepare a seminar report, comparing the gana rule and the monarchical rule in the
Mahajanapadas. Indications - Geographical area, the rulers, the method of coming to
power, responsibilities, the nature of administration.
How could the Mauryan Empire control the extensive areas when there was no communication system as in modern times? Was there such a centralised administration as we
understand it today?
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Imagine that you are a traveller in the Mauryan empire of Asoka's period. Prepare a
travelogue indicating the size of the empire, the nature of administration, relationship
with neighbours, etc. You must also prepare a route map, showing the important places in
Mauryan Empire where you travelled. (Collect the data from the text book, library, internet,
etc.)
Was the Mauryan Empire successful as a centralised administrative set up? Organise a
debate on this topic. Also, write a report.

Early Forms of Power
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5 Feudalism and Nation States
We discussed the Mauryan Empire and the
Roman Empire. We have also seen how they
collapsed. In both these, changes in the
production and distribution of food and
other goods also brought about changes in
the social structure and the exercise of power.
When the Mauryan rule became weak in
India, it became difficult to keep the different
regions under the empire united. In the place
of the Mauryan Empire, regional
principalities such as those of the Sungas and
Kanvas came up. These principalities fought
with one another. By then, several foreigners
arrived in India. Greeks, Parthians and
Kushanas were among the more prominent
of these. The Sathavahanas were ruling in
the Deccan Plateau. But, none of them was
able to establish a strong, centralised rule.
The Gupta dynasty was established in A.D.
4th century. It was the Guptas who tried to
establish a centralised rule after the Mauryas
at least for a short period. Northern India
except Punjab and Rajasthan were under
their administrative control.
Their
operational head quarters was the fertile and
resources-rich region in the Gangetic plains
which included today's Patna. Patna was
then known as Pataliputra. Areas near
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Pataliputra had very rich iron ore deposits.
They made use of this. The trade relations
which the Guptas had with Prayag
(Allahabad), and Saket (Ayodhya) and
Anuganga (Central Gangetic Plain) which had
trade relations in silk with the Eastern Roman
Empire, gave them economic supremacy.

The Nine Gems (Navaratnas) of
Vikramaditya's Court.
Kalidasa, Vararuchi, Vetalabhatta,
Varahamihira, Sanku, Ghatakarpara,
Dhanwantari, Kshapanaka, Amarasimha

It was during Chadragupta I that this dynasty
became famous. Samudragupta expanded
the size of the Gupta empire through wars
and through marriages. Chandragupta II,
who was also known as Vikramaditya,
maintained friendly relations with South
Indian states. He encouraged art, literature
and science.

Gupta Rule
The supreme authority was the king. He was
assisted by ministers.
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The Gupta Empire.

You have got acquainted with some of the names of places in the Gupta empire. Mark them in
India's map. Compare the extent of the Gupta Empire with that of the Mauryan Empire.

You have seen the manner in which the Gupta
Empire was divided for administrative
convenience. The administration of cities
was carried out by the Nagaradhyaksha or
Purapala.
Mahadandanayaka had the
responsibility of law and order and
Mahasenapati had control of the army.

Central
rule
Bhuktis
(states)
Vishayas
(districts)
Villages
Feudalism and Nation States
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Fa Hien
The Chinese scholar Fa Hien arrived in India
to study Buddhism. He stayed in Buddha
Viharas. He wrote a book on India. It contains
information about the life of the people in the
Gupta period.
The invasions by foreign tribes like Sakas and
Hunas were among the causes for the
downfall of the Gupta empire. After the fall
of Gupta empire, the Central Gangetic Plain
again got split into several small countries.
During this period, the Palas of Bengal, the
Rashtrakutas of Deccan and Harsha of Kanauj
entered into wars to control the Gangetic
plains. Simultaneously, foreign invaders too
came to India from the North West.

Cities decay
The downfall of the Roman empire and the
political uncertainty in North India became
a setback for Indian trade. North India had
trade relations with China and South East
Asia. The gain by this new development was
for the Arabs who were middlemen for trade.
Although gold coins were plenty during the
Gupta period, there was a shortage of gold
coins after that. This shows that trade
degenerated. How could the shortage of
coins have affected the trade? The decline of
trade led to the decay of cities as well. Cities
like PuranaQila (Delhi), Kausambi (near
Allahabad) Vaisali and Pataliputra began to
decay during the Gupta period. Later, they
became almost extinct.

We have understood from the previous chapter about the cities in the Gangetic Plain which
developed as trade centres. What could have been the reason for their decay? Discuss.

Villages Grow
Traders and artisans, who were living in the
towns and cities, collectively migrated to the
villages with the fall in trade. They engaged
themselves in agriculture. Along with the
decline of cities and trade, the production of
essential commodities was more or less
confined to the villages. Trade remained
only in name. This led to the formation of
self-sufficient villages.

Land Grants
The crisis in the field of production affected
the vaisyas and the sudras. The heavy taxes
and other liabilities became difficult for them
to bear. They refused to pay taxes and work.
When taxes were not collected, there was a
fall in the income of the kings. Other means
had to be found to meet expenses like salary,
grants, offerings, etc. Land had to be granted
to officials and priests in lieu of wages or
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offerings. Though the Satavahanas in Deccan
had begun the practice of granting land, the
system of land grants was used extensively
during the period of the Guptas. Several
types of land grants existed. Even whole
villages were given as grants.

Land Grants
The lands received as grant by the Brahmins
was known as Agrahara or Brahmadeya. The
lands received by temples were known as
Devadana or Devaswa.
The responsibility for collecting taxes and
maintaining law and order devolved to the
people who received the land grants. To that
extent, the power of the king got eroded.
Land grants were at the root of the rise of the
'landlords'. These landlords did not work the
land themselves, but entrusted the lands to
farmers or tenants. This was the beginning
of landlordism.
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The changes in the system of ownership of land limited the power of the king. Discuss your
conclusions on the subject in class.

The System of Samantas
The landlords were known as samantas and
mahasamantas. The samantas were personally
obliged to show allegiance to the kings. In
return, the king would permit them to
continue in the position of samantas. Each
samanta had the responsibility to provide a
certain number of soldiers to the king during
war time. On the basis of this allegiance, each
samanta undertook to manage the
administration in his area. But, some of these
samantas tried to weaken the king by not
paying taxes and by not sending the troops
when required by the king. Quarrels and
fights among samantas were common. Some

of them tried to declare independence and
to establish kingdoms. Rashtrakutas of
Deccan were an example of this. They were
the samantas of Chalukyas. Rashtrakutas
declared independence and conquered the
Chalukyas. Weak kings could not control the
samantas.
Under the samanta system, the people who
suffered the most were the peasants. They
were forced not only to pay taxes to the
samantas but also to do all kinds of work
for them, without being paid for it. Peasants
could not complain to the king as the
king had only limited control over the
samantas.

We have seen the example of the samantas challenging the kings. What might have encouraged
them to do this? Discuss.

Castes Multiply
We have learnt in a previous chapter that
caste developed as a result of work-related
groups. After the Gupta period, there were
changes in the caste structure. Several new
castes came up. We had mentioned the
foreigners who came to India during this
time. They became part of the society and
were considered as separate castes. Due to
the expansion of agriculture, tribal
communities became peasants.
In the Brahmin-centric society, each tribe and

group was identified as a separate caste.
Several limitations surfaced for marriages
between people of different castes.
Similarly, to demarcate the superiority or
inferiority of different castes, norms of purity
and pollution were introduced. Potters,
weavers, barbers and fishermen were
designated as lower castes. The status of
artisans also fell. Birth and work became the
decisive force of castes and social status.
Landed property became the basic factor for
social position. The caste system became
more rigorous.

Discuss the changes in the caste system after the Gupta period.
Indications:
•

Landed property

•

Proliferation of castes

•

Birth and work

•

Marriage

•

Purity / Pollution
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Feudalism in Europe
We have seen how the socio-political
changes which took place following the
downfall of the Mauryan empire led to the
birth of the Indian samanta system and its
development. In the same way, from the
instability and insecurity felt after the fall of
the Roman empire, feudalism took shape
in Europe as a socio-political-economic
system.
One of the reasons for the fall of the Roman
empire was the crisis in the relations of
production.
In the Roman empire production was done
by using slave labour. Most of the slaves
were prisoners of war. The slaves were
treated as private property of their lords.

They led a miserable life. They had no right
on the items they had produced by their hard
work. The slaves showed unwillingness to
do physical labour and began revolting and
became free. This affected production. The
crisis which happened in the slave-master
relationship brought about changes in the
production relations also. This became a
reason for the breakdown of the slaverybased economic system and for the
emergence of feudalism. With the decline of
the Roman empire trade too weakened. The
economy got confined to villages. At the
same time, the large scale immigration of
tribes from across the Danube and Rhine
brought in substantial changes in the old
socio-political system.

Manor and the land around it

Manor
The fort in which the feudal lord stayed was known
as the manor. The lords of manors had ownership
of large areas of land. This land was generally
divided in to two: the manse land held directly by
the lord and demesne land cultivated by the serfs.
The lord managed agriculture in his land by using
the serfs. The huts of the serfs were adjacent to
the land of the manors. The serfs had no right to
change their jobs or to shift to another place
outside the area of their lord. Law and order and
justice were also under the control of these lords.
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Feudalism
The word feudalism had its origin in the
Latin word feudum which meant fief (a
small piece of land). Feudalism is the political,
economic and social organisation based on the
possession of land.
As it was difficult for the king to rule and
cultivate all the land directly, the land was
divided into fiefs and distributed among the
Dukes in the country. The relation between
the king and the dukes was based on a
contract in respect of the services and
responsibilities that each owed. The king
promised protection for the dukes and in
return, the dukes promised their allegiance
to the king. The dukes fulfilled duties
including military service. The dukes then
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gave the land under their possession to
barons who were lower to them in status.
These barons later divided the land which
they got and gave them to prominent people
who were known as knights on tenancy rights.
Thus, in this system of tenancy by stages, the
lowest rung was occupied by the serfs. These
people had no weapons or horses and had
to work on the owners' farmlands in lieu of
military service. The serfs who worked for
the owner from dawn to dusk produced
resources for the four categories above them.
In fact all the economic liability of the
administration was borne by them. The
feudal dukes who had maintained their own
armies had the right to collect taxes from the
serfs and also to award punishment to them.

You have understood the power structure of European feudalism. Based on what you have
learnt, complete the table.

King

Serfs

For the progress of agriculture implements
are necessary. For manufacturing them,
several handicrafts developed. Thus
handicrafts also developed along with
agriculture under feudalism. The farmers
bought the products of the artisans and the
artisans bought the crops produced by the
farmers. In the cities, traders and artisans
formed organisations called 'Guilds' to fight

feudal exploitation.
Each sector of
manufacture had its own guild. Each guild
had its own laws. All members had to agree
to these laws which controlled prices,
working hours etc. For all sectors of crafts,
there was a 'master craftsman', journeymen
on daily wages under him, and apprentices at
a still lower level.
Feudalism and Nation States
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The church supported feudalism. The
maximum area of land in Europe was under
the ownership of the Roman Catholic Church.
As Roman emperors accepted Christianity,
the Pope who was the religious head had

The Pope and the Emperor
The Pope and the Emperor controlled the two
main centres of power in the power structure
of feudal Europe. While the Pope insisted that
the Emperor came under him since he was the
head of all Christians, the Emperor argued that
the Pope came under him like all other subjects
in his land. This power struggle had a great
influence on the political history of Europe.

more powers than the king. In several parts
of Europe, there were governments which
supported Feudalism.
'On the peasants was superimposed
hierarchy of lords, lay or clerical, and their
overloads, bishops and kings, under the
nominal headship of emperor and pope.
Each lord might hold one or more villages,
or land in several villages, wherein serfs were
obliged to work to keep him as well as
themselves. It is this obligation of feudal
service, that is of work exacted by force or by
custom backed by force, that distinguishes
feudal exploitation from wage-labour system
of capitalism.
From J. D. Burnell's 'Science in History'
Volume 1.

The quotation above indicates the social system then. Prepare a short description which will
explain the condition of persons working on the soil, under the feudal system.

People who came in search of wealth
We had talked earlier about the uncertain
political condition after the Gupta period. It
was at this time that foreigners from the
North West arrived in India. Mahmud, the
ruler of Ghazni, a small country in
Afghanistan, attacked India, to plunder the
wealth. Muhammed Ghori, another Afghan,
also came to India with the same aim.
Muhammed Ghori defeated Prithwiraj
Chauhan and made the beginning of Turkish
rule in Delhi.

The Sultans of Delhi
Qutb-ud-din Aibak, who was in charge of the
eastern regions that Muhammed Ghori had
conquered in India, established the early
Turkish Sultanate. Subsequently, the Khilji,
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Tughlak, Sayyid and Lodi dynasties ruled the
Delhi Sultanate.
The country was ruled by officials under the
leadership of the Sultan. The country was
divided into provinces (Iqta) and the
provinces into 'shiks', shiks into 'parganas'
and the parganas into villages. During that
period, trade with Western Asia and Central
Asia became very active. Coins made of gold
and silver were used as the medium of
exchange. Cities like Broach, Cambay, Delhi,
Multan, Kara etc. developed during this
period. These cities, which were military
centres, developed as administrative centres
as well. The samanta system, though with
changes, continued during the Sultanate
period too.
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Find out the cities of the Sultanate in the map.

Iqta System
During the Sultanate period, the land was
distributed to the lords as Iqtas with the
authority to collect taxes. The lord who had
the responsibility of the Iqta was known as
the 'Muqti' or 'Wali'. Out of the taxes

collected, the surplus after meeting the
expenses of the army and self had to be
remitted to the Sultan. Iqta's authority was
only for collecting taxes. The Iqta did not
have any hereditary rights or any other
special rights.

How was the Iqta system different from the 'land grants' system of the Gupta period? Find
out.
Feudalism and Nation States
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Market Reforms
Market reform was the most important
administrative measure taken by Alaudin
Khilji of Delhi Sultanate. He implemented
this with the aim of maintaining a wellequipped and strong army to prevent
Mongolian attack on Delhi. Market control
was a scheme by which a large army could
be maintained without increasing the
military expenses. When there was a
decrease in the wages of the army staff, it
became necessary to control the prices of

goods in the market. Price control was
imposed on food grains, horses, cattle, slaves
and imported clothes. Traders were
permitted to sell only at the prices fixed by
the government. Severe punishment was
imposed if excess prices were charged or if
cheating in weights and measures was done.
To regulate the daily affairs of the market
an official called 'Shahna' was appointed.
To prevent hoarding, all traders were
instructed to register their names with the
government.

Khilji's market reform was an example of how wages and salary influence the market. To what
extent would this reform have helped to improve the standard of life of the common man? Explain with the support of evidence. Can such reforms be seen as evidence of a government
interested in people's welfare? Discuss.

Mughals
The Mughal dynasty was established after
ending the rule of the Delhi Sultanate. Babur,
who came from Kabul, defeated Ibrahim Lodi
in Panipat. It was Akbar who introduced an
efficient administrative system after unifying
the Mughal Empire. Akbar showed complete
tolerance towards all religions.

System of Administration
Mughals
followed
a
centralised
administrative system. The Emperor was the
head of the government. The supreme
authority of law and justice and the army was
vested in him. The country was divided into
'Subas', the Subas into 'Circar' and Circars into
'Parganas'. It was during this period that
cities like Agra, Fatehpur-Sikri, Benares,

Patna, Dhaka and Lahore were developed.
India had extensive trade relations with the
countries in Asia and Europe during the
Mughal period. The handicraft sector also
developed. After Aurangzeb, till the British
captured Delhi in 1857, Mughals continued
to be rulers of Delhi, if only in name.

Jagirdari System
Jagirdari was the Mughal version of Iqta
system that existed in the Sultanate period.
The Mughals, who captured various places
by incessant wars, could not implement an
effective administration in all these places.
Therefore the land was entrusted to Jagirdars.
Although the right to collect taxes from these
places was granted to them, they were not
entitled to any hereditary rights.

In how many ways was the Mughal Jagirdari system different from the Iqta system of the
Sultanate period. Discuss.
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Mansabdari System
In order to expand the Mughal Empire,
Akbar required a strong army. Mansabdari
was an administrative system introduced by
Akbar with this in view. Each person
becoming a member of the military or
administrative structure was given a 'Mansab'
or rank. The basis of the rank was the number
of soldiers the Mansabdar brought. Each
'Mansab' had two sub-divisions under him.
They were known as 'Zat' and 'Sawar'. Zat
indicated the status and salary of a
Mansabdar while Sawar indicated the
number of mounted soldiers he could
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mobilise. The salary of the Mansabdar was
paid either in cash or as jagir rights.

Zamindari System
Zamindari was another system of land
ownership in the Mughal empire. Zamindar
status was given to powerful native kings
who had been conquered by the Mughal
army, but later accepted the suzerainty of the
Mughals. They had to give tribute to the
Mughal emperors. Zamindars collected
taxes as fixed by themselves. Though
Zamindari right was hereditary, a new
claimant had to get the approval of the
Mughal emperor before assuming office.

Consider whether the Mansabdari system and the Zamindari system introduced by Akbar to
maintain the centralised administration's strength were successful. Why?

The Downfall of Feudalism and the Rise
of the Nation States
In Europe, a new economic climate
developed in the place of the closed
economy that existed during the feudal
period. Trade, which was confined to the
regions, began to expand to distant lands.
This led to increased production and
expanded trade. Trade centres were

Compulsory Labour
In Europe, under the feudal system, the serfs
had to compulsorily do all kinds of work
including farming, without any remuneration
from their lords. This was known as 'Corvee'.
In India, the system of making people work
without wages was known as 'Vishti'. This
compulsory work was done by villagers for the
sake of the king and the officials. In Travancore
too the system of compulsory work was
prevalent earlier. This was known as
'oozhiyavela'.

transformed into new cities. Those who
became rich through trade developed into a
'Middle Class' between the feudal lords and
their serfs.
We had seen earlier how the feudal lords
exploited the farmers. Revolts against this
broke out in various parts of Europe. The
'Jacquerie' revolt was one such.

The Jacquerie Revolt
The first major peasant revolt that took place
in France in the Middle Ages was the Jacquerie
revolt. The unbearable suffering of the
farmers was the reason for the revolt. The
order of the feudal lords was that the broad
shoulders of the simple Jacques could bear
any weight. The well-armed farmers faced
their lords. The revolt was led by Guillame
Caillet, a farmer.
With the arrival of gun powder, there were
changes in the technical skills of the soldier.
Guns and cannons which worked on
Feudalism and Nation States
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Crusades
The wars which Europeans fought between
the 11th and 14th centuries to take over
Jerusalem which the Turks had conquered were
called the Crusades. The aim was to prevent
the spread of Islam to Europe. The leadership
of the wars was with the feudal lords. The long
term war led to the weakening of their strength
and wealth. Trade relationships between the
east and the west were restored.
gunpowder became popular. The control of
gun powder was with the king. The feudal
lords had only weapons like bows, arrows,
swords and spears. These weapons were less
than a match to guns and cannons. So, the
power and authority of the kings increased.
The lords between the king and the common
people lost their power. Revenue collection
and ownership of land reverted to the king.

The king became the supreme authority. The
Manchus of China, Bourbons of France and
Tudors and Stewarts of England were the
dynasties that took over the administration
of such nation states as they developed.
The kings of the nation states could establish
sound administration on the basis of effective
revenue collection. The rich middle-class,
known as the bourgeoisie, and the farmers
who became free from their lords and other
sections of people, gave support to the king.
Traders helped the king by giving money for
modernising the army and for making the
administration efficient. The loss of glory of
the Pope and the Christian Church following
the Crusades helped the growth of the king's
power. The king tried to maintain law and
order using all the powers at his disposal.
All this led to the emergence of the modern
age.

Exercises
Were changes in relations of production the main reasons for the fall of feudalism?
Examine.
Is feudalism a decentralised power structure? Why?
'During the Sultanate-Mughal periods, a new group of land owners took birth'. Discuss
this statement by examining the systems of land-ownership prevailing at that time.
We have studied about the 'samanta system' and about European feudalism. Based on the
following indications, prepare a note on the similarities and differences between them:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circumstances leading to the formation of the systems.
Fiefdom and manors.
The control that religious organisations had on the society
Military organisation.
Relations between trade and manufacture.
Growth of landlords.
Feudal revolts.
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Prepare a seminar report on the growth of Indian samanta system during the Gupta-SultanateMughal periods.
'Trade became a factor behind the growth and fall of cities'. Analyse the relevance of this
statement by examining the condition of cities during the Maurya and Gupta periods.
We have seen that during Asoka's period, orders were conveyed to people through edicts.
But, what were the changes that took place in this under the samanta system? Was this change
beneficial to the farmers?
Was the Mansabdari system introduced by Akbar helpful to the expansion of the empire?
Why?
Dynasties came to power by effectively interacting with the social set up of that time. Organise
a seminar by analysing the histories of China, France and England.
How were the several reforms of the Sultanate rule in India helpful to maintain power?
With the help of the internet, history books, interviews with historians etc., prepare a history
project.

$
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IX

Language, Art, Philosophy

Human beings developed many ways of
communication. They included symbols on
artefacts, pictures, script, etc.

what could have been the reason for drawing
these pictures?

Look at the pictures below. They are cave
paintings of the Neolithic Age of which we
studied earlier. The cave paintings are
evidence that we can depend on to know
about this ancient period. The pictures given
here are discovered by archaeologists in
Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh. Several
questions arise in our minds when we see
them. The most important among them is -

When archaeologists analysed pictures using
modern technology, it was shown that the
cave paintings of Bhimbhetka and the nearby
areas belonged to the Neolithic Age. The use
of polished tools gradually reduced the work
load of people, allowing them more leisure.
That was probably when primitive man
started drawing pictures on the walls of the
caves where he lived.

What the Cave Paintings Say

Struggle for existence. Bhimbhetka IIIC-18/a

Bhimbhetka - cave painting
Peahen - Bhimbhetka IIIC - 6.

Write down all the details that can be gathered by looking at the cave paintings of Bhimbhetka
They engaged in hunting.
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Spread of Knowledge through the Word
of Mouth
Have you heard of Vadakkan Pattukal? Do you
know, how in the early stages, they were
passed on from one place to the other. They
were transmitted through word of mouth
from generation to generation and from place
to place. In ancient period too, ideas spread
by the spoken word through generations.
People who lived in tribes thought about
different natural phenomena like lightning,
rain, wind, sun, etc. These evoked a sense
of awe in them. So, they praised them, with
respect and fear, and worshipped them.
Rituals were observed to please them. They
devised incantations (mantras) to perform
these rituals.
The oldest known mantras are in the Vedas.
Along with the chanting of Vedic mantras,
rituals for pleasing these divine forces too
originated.

Vedas
The Vedas are four in number-Rigveda,
Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda. The
Rigveda contains 1017 mantras, in 10 'books'.
The contents of Yajurveda are the rituals that
should accompany the chanting of mantras.
Samaveda is the musical rendering of mantras.
Atharvaveda belongs to a later period. Its subject
is black magic and spells. The treatment of
diseases is also mentioned in the Atharvaveda.
In the Vedic literature, besides mantras,
Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanishads are
also included. Though they originated as oral
compositions, they came to acquire a definite
shape in course of time.
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Another example of oral poetry that have
survived across time are the old Tamil songs.

These old Tamil songs have been organised
into three divisions. They are Pathupattu,
Ettuthokai and Pathinenkeezhukanakku. They
are also divided into two sections - Akam and
Puram. Generally speaking, the Akam or
'interior' songs speak of love and the Puram
or 'exterior' songs speak of war. Chentamil,
which became popular in the middle
ages, developed from this old
Tamil.
They speak of the day-to-day lives of the
people of Tamilakam.
These songs give details about cattle rearing,
agriculture, fishing, salt making, pearl
fishing, exchange of resources, robbing,
fighting and other activities of human beings.
The songs also talk about the arrival of ships
from Greece and about their return with loads
of pepper. Ramayana and Mahabharata, the
epics of India, were also oral literature
initially before they came to be written
down.

Greek Epics
As in India, in ancient Greece too, heroic
poetry was transmitted orally. Homer's Iliad
and Odyssey are the collected forms of these
poetry which became epics. The themes of
the epics in India and Greece were stories of
war. They also give information about the
life style of the people, social relations, power
structure, etc.

What are the similarities between our epics and those of Greece? Find out what subjects are
referred to in them. You may seek guidance from the school library, the internet, etc. Discuss
the points gathered by you.
Language, Art, Philosophy
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The Beginning of Writing
The oldest indications of writing in India are
on the seals from the Harappan Civilization.
Evidence is also available on the scripts in
ancient Sumer, Egypt, China, etc. The reason
for the beginning of the art of writing was
the practical requirements of the times. We
have already studied about the art of writing
of Sumer, Egypt and China.

Writing Styles in India
The script of the Harappan civilization is seen
on seals, pots, bricks, etc. It has not been
possible to read them in full. Some scholars
believe that Harappan writing is a mixture
of pictorial and alphabetical signs. Some
symbols have been recognized as numbers.
Ancient
Chinese

Sumerian

Sound

Meaning Harappan Read as

Yu

Rain

Rain

Shi

Arrow

Arrow

Vang

King

King

thsi

Son

Son

thush

Middle

Middle

gi

Day

Day

Sound

Meaning Harappan Read as

Du

To make

Hand
To make

Nu

Inscripted
stone

Stone

Ba

To divide

dib

To
capture

Division
To divide
To
capture

gal

Big

Big

es

Decree
Judgment

Decree
Judgment

Ur

Town

Settlement

Harappan Script - Comparison
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These are in the form of vertical lines. There
are differences of opinion among scholars
about almost all matters regarding the
Harappan script.
In ancient India the language of
communication among ordinary people was
Prakrit. This Prakrit differed from place to
place. Brahmi script was used for writing
this language. The oldest form of Brahmi is
found in the edicts of Emperor Asoka.
Approximately during this period itself there
existed a different form of Brahmi in Tamil
Nadu in South India, used for writing Tamil.
All the scripts in India were evolved from the
Brahmi script. Along with this, in the northwestern parts of India, another script,
'Kharoshti' by name, was used. This script is
read from right to left.

Different Languages
Different languages originated and
developed in Mesopotamia and Egypt.
Hebrew developed as an independent
language. Aramaic and the slightly different
Syriac also developed.

Prakrit
Prakrit was mostly used in the ancient
literature of Jains and Buddhists. Generally
speaking, this was very close to the spoken
language of the people. Besides this, there
was another variety of 'Prakrit' which
appeared in later literary works. This did not
have much connection with the spoken
language. In addition to religious books,
there were poems in Prakrit such as
Gahasathasayi (Gatha Sapta Sati) by poet Hala.
In some Sanskrit plays, women and
characters of the lower castes speak Prakrit.
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Brahmi Script - The Pillar Edict of Asoka

Kharoshti Script - Found engraved in the silver salver of Taxila

The Edicts of Asoka - 2 - Girnar

Sanskrit

Origin and Growth of Malayalam

Sanskrit attained prominence as the language
of books. The language existed since Vedic
times. But it changed into classical Sanskrit
by actual usage. Its relationship with western
languages like Greek, Latin, Persian and
others is also very evident. It was Panini who
lived in the 5th century B.C. who prepared
an elaborate grammar for Sanskrit. This
language served as the medium of
communication for the great civilizations that
existed in South Asia and South East Asia.
Sanskrit also helped in the growth of local
languages in India.

We have mentioned earlier that different
languages developed in different regions. We
shall take up Malayalam as an example.
In Kerala, the speech of the people in various
places became local dialects in course of time.
A Malayalam saying goes that people of six
regions speak one hundred languages. These
dialects differed slightly from place to place
and were the basis of a developed Malayalam
language. The language got standardised
when several books, both in prose and verse,
became widely popular. Some of the features,
exclusive to this language, can be seen in

Assess how languages influence culture using Malayalam as an example.
Language, Art, Philosophy
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some of the writings from 9th century
onwards.

Emergence of Knowledge Systems
You saw in a previous chapter how life
became more dynamic with the discovery of
iron. Those who were engaged in agriculture
and cattle rearing began to perform certain
rites for curing diseases and for prosperity.
Sacrificial ceremonies and other ritual
practices evolved in this manner. Agriculture,
science, metallurgy, medicine, astronomy and
mathematics began to develop gradually.
Observation of the movements of Sun and
changes in the weather, necessary for
agriculture, led to the growth of astronomy.
Indians, who had a tradition of seaborne trade
from very early times, employed their own
methods in building ships. Many temples
survive even to this day in India as
monuments to architectural excellence.

The Origin of Philosophy
By the time the humans moved out of their
cave-dwellings and hunting stage and started
producing food grains by cultivating the land,
they had acquired more knowledge and the
ability to think. They might have watched in
wonder and awe the powers of nature like
night, day, wind, rain, sunlight, sunrise,
sunset, lightning, thunder, etc. Slowly, as
they started to think about the universe
around them and about their connection with
it, philosophical thought developed. Man
started to think about the origin and meaning
of life. He observed nature. The people
around him and his relation with them also
became the subject of observation and
reflection. In India, we can see different
branches of thought in the Vedas, the
Brahmanas, the Aranyakas, the Upanishads
and the epics.
We have seen how the expansion of
agriculture and trade led to major changes.
The upper section of society consisting of the
grihapatis and sreshthis found the vedic rituals
based on sacrifices meaningless. In addition,
the loss of cattle required for agricultural
operations put villagers to difficulty. It was
under these circumstances that the
philosophies of the Buddha and Vardhamana
Mahavira originated and gained influence.

The Sphinx

The development of scientific knowledge was
not confined to India alone. People in
countries like China, Greece, Rome, Arabia
developed knowledge in different scientific
disciplines as part of strategies of existence
and survival. The pyramids of Egypt exist
even today as architectural wonders. The
sphinx seen along with the pyramids is an
exquisite example of the quality of sculpture
of that period.
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Buddhism and Jainism
Budhism and Jainism became popular during
the 6th century B.C. There are several
similarities between the two religions. Both
advise their followers to avoid himsa or
violence.
Both oppose Vedic rituals and customs. Both
accept life in Sanghas and stay in Viharas or
monasteries. The supreme teachers of
Jainism are the Thirthankaras, of whom there

Chapter -

6

Taoism and Confucianism
Taoism and Confucianism emerged in China
at the time when the Buddhist and Jaina
philosophies were spreading in India. Lao
Tse who was born in 604 B.C. was the founder
of Taoism. Tao means the 'path'. Taoism gave
great importance to simplicity and acquisition
of knowledge. Confucius, the founder of
Confucianism was born in 551 B.C. This
philosophy, which gave importance to happy
co-existence and suggested that goodness in
man was the solution for all ills, spread
extensively in China.
Vardhamana Mahavira

are twenty four. Vardhamana Mahavira, the
last Thirthankara, and the Buddha were
contemporaries. Kapilavastu of Nepal was
the birth place of the Buddha. His father was
Suddhodana and his mother, Mayadevi. The
Buddha did meditation under the Bodhi tree
at Bodhigaya. This was to find out the cause
and cure for suffering of the world. At the
end of the meditation, he got Enlightenment.
The Buddha advised people to conquer
desires which brought misery.

Zoroastrianism
Zoroastrianism was founded by Zarathustra,
who was born in Persia. He held that when
fire, which is one of the five elements, burns,
everything is purified. Zoroastrians do not
cremate dead bodies, believing that the
burning of corpses would pollute fire. On
the other hand, they leave dead bodies in the
open, offering them as food for birds. The
solar plate and lamp are the sacred symbols
that reflect the Zoroastrian thought and
practice.

Jewish, Christian and Islamic
philosophies
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have
acquired wide popularity. The Torah is the
most important scripture in Judaism. It is
written in Hebrew. The Jews believe in the
Ten Commandments received by their
prophet. They believe that they are the
descendants of Abraham.

The Buddha

Christian philosophy begins with the efforts
made by Jesus Christ who tried to cleanse the
society of its evils and superstitions. The
Sermon of the Mount is the essence of his
Language, Art, Philosophy
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philosophy. The Christian view presents
good qualities such as loving one's neighbour,
that heaven would not be available to those
who love wealth, and so on. The Bible is their
most important scripture.
Prophet Muhammed was born in Mecca in
571 A. D. It is believed that, at the age of 40,
while he was meditating in a Cave at Hira he
had divine revelation. Then he became

known as the 'Prophet'. He asked all the
people to believe in one God and criticised
all the social evils that prevailed in the Arab
society. Quran is the basic scripture of
Islamic religion and philosophy. Islam
believes in the permanence of the soul and
in a Final Judgment. Islam teaches that in
all transactions, honesty should be
maintained.

Studying different religious philosophies would promote brotherhood and love among people.
Examine the truth of this statement and prepare a detailed note.
$

Are Malayalam numerals and weights and measures in use now? Enquire and find out how
they changed to the system prevalent now. (Seek the help of local historians, your library and
the internet).

$

Find out the social circumstances which led to the birth of new religions in India and China in
the 6th century B.C. and why they became popular. Make use of the facts you studied in the
earlier chapters.

Exercises
The growth of language has exerted a decisive influence on the unity of society and its
progress. Substantiate this statement on the basis of evidence.
The rise of philosophies is the result of attempts by man to define his social life and to find
out answers for the puzzles of nature. Discuss.
Prepare a seminar report on Philosophies and their influence.
"Historical monuments are evidence of man's imagination and creativity" - Prepare a pictorial description depicting the architecture, drawing, art traditions of India. (Photographs of
historical monuments, temples, etc. and details about them may be used in preparing it).
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The Heritage of Kerala

In Search of Evidence...
When did human habitation begin in Kerala?
Where were the early centres of habitation?
How do we find out about all this?

Mesolithic Age. The period when polished
stone tools were used, which brought about
major changes in human life, is called the
Neolithic Age.

Doubts which may occur to anyone have led
us to these questions.
Today, we live in a world of scientific and
technical knowledge. Without historical
remains, it is not possible to know about the
ancient culture of Kerala.
But where are the historical remains? What
kind of evidence is available?
Archaeologists have used the tools and
implements used by human beings for study.
There are also innumerable documents
written on stone and copper plates. There
are literary works and other such documents.
Historians study the past by a scientific
analysis of these materials
When we seek information about human life
of a long period of time, it is essential to have
an understanding of the Stone Age. This
period in human history when man used
stone tools is called the Stone Age. The
period in which crude stone tools were used
is called Palaeolithic Age. That in which
tiny, refined stone tools were used is called

Human figure with raised hands.
A picture from the Edakkal cave.

Archaeologists have found out pictures
which are several centuries old on the walls
of natural caves. It is generally assumed that
the cave pictures in Edakkal, Tovari,
Marayur, etc. in Kerala belong to the
Palaeolithic Age. These pictures, which were
etched with sharp stone and stone axe on the
surface of the rocks, throw light on the life of
the people of that age.
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When we look for answers to questions like
these, it is necessary to make minute enquiry,
observation and comparison. Only then can
we arrive at proper conclusions.
Stone tools and cave pictures indicate the
location of the habitation sites of stone age.
The remains of the stone age obtained from
places like Malampuzha, Walayar,
Thenmala, Nirmalagiri, Neyyar etc. help us
to know closely about human settlements of
that period.

A cave picture from Towari Hills

The figures of human beings and animals,
wheels with spokes, carts with wheels,
hunting animals, geometrical figures, etc. are
engraved on them.
What do they mean?
Certainly, a cultural advancement of our
ancestors over a very long period.
The cave pictures tell us about the tribal life
and beginning of agriculture.
How could our ancestors have led their lives?
What are the cultural remains they have
handed over to us?

Man, who was engaged in hunting and
gathering food, started to use more refined
tools. The new tools became helpful to clear
shrubs in mountain valleys and burn them
so that land could be used for cultivation.
Along with this, they began to rear cattle.
They could ensure the availability food.
Favourable circumstances emerged for
people to live in one place as a group. This
accelerated the growth of human civilization
in different places.
This shift from the stage of hunting and food
gathering to the stage of food producing was
a special features of the new Stone Age.
Tools which give knowledge about the New
Stone Age have been found at several places
like Parambikulam, Wayanad, Periyar river
valley etc. Several handicrafts began during
this period. The development of exchange
between people residing in different areas as
well as division of labour were other features
of the period.

The figures of human beings and animals, wheels with spokes, carts on wheels, animals
for hunting, geometrical designs, etc. are the contents of some cave pictures of the Old Stone
Age. What are the conclusions you can arrive at about human life of that period from these
evidences?
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Megaliths

Knives

-

Hooks

-

Stools

-
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Tools made mostly with metals.
What is the indication which they give?
What might have been the purposes for
which they were used?

Bhara

Machad
Picture of iron tools from Megaliths

Another singpost to history before us are the
large tombs of stones, rock cut chambers and
the various items inside them.

thapu

zha

Porkalam

Kurumassery

Periy
ar

Pazhayanoor

Historians call them ‘Megaliths’.
Look at the items in the picture. What are
they?
Swords

-

Spears

-

Tridents

-

Lamps

-

Arrows

-

Nails

-

Chisels

-

Megalithic sites

Mangad

Thick clusters of Megaliths

Now, don't we have to know from where
these tools recovered?
They were recovered from the megaliths,
mentioned earlier. We can examine all these
memorials spread all over Kerala.
The Heritage of Kerala
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Megaliths are burial chambers are special
stone cists. Usually the top of these are
covered with massive round of long stones.
Different types of megaliths indicate the
different burial practices that were prevalent.
Some of them are like huge hats or umbrellas
made of somewhat polished stones

Nannangadi

Stone cists

Umbrella stones

supported by vertically positionsed stones.
Some others are huge urns buried under the
soil. These urns, which contain remains of the
dead, are known as ‘Nannangadis’in
Malayalam. Yet some others are caves cut
into rocks, with one or more chambers. They
are also called ‘ rock cut chambers’. These
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megaliths tell us about human life, roughly
2000 years ago.

Important places in Kerala, where the
Magaliths are found: Marayur (Idukki),
Porkkalam (Thrissur), Kuppakkolli (Wayanad),
Mangad (Kollam), Anakkara (Palakkad).

Chapter -
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What details can we know about the human life in the Megalithic Age from the relics recovered
from them?

The Advent of Iron
We have been discussing megaliths. Most of
the tombs in Kerala are seen in mountain
valleys which are full of rocks unsuitable for
cultivation. But it should be noted that there
are very fertile areas nearby.
Most of these megaliths belong to the
different stages of transition from hunting to
farming.

Shifting cultivation
In the mountain valleys, bushes were cleared
and burnt, the soil tilled and cultivated. After
harvesting the crops, new grounds were
prepared for farming, leaving this land fallow.
Then the earlier piece of land is cultivated. In
this way, lands were cultivated alternatingly
every year.
The tools seen among megaliths are also
evidence of the arrival of iron weapons into
the midst of early human beings, who did
cultivation on the hill valleys, using stone
tools.

What were the changes that may have taken
place in human life with the use of iron tools
in the place of stone tools?
• Iron tools helped to clear the jungles as
well as for defense.
• The arrival of iron helped to establish right
over production.
• It made their domination of one group
over others possible.
Most of the farm lands in Kerala are located
in the midlands, between the mountains and
water. It was from these central areas that most
of the megalithic remains are recovered.
What do we learn from this?
Megaliths establish that iron was available
in Kerala in plenty. From where did the iron
come from?
Iron slags, the waste left over after smelting
of iron, are seen extensively in places where
activities of smelting of iron had been going
on. Researchers have found iron ore in a large
scale on the surface soil alone.

What were the changes in human life following the use of iron tools? Note down your conclusions
based on evidences.

Songs too, as a source of History
We depend on literary works also for
historical research. Old Tamil songs describe
the ancient Tamilakam including Kerala.
They are very valuable. The geographical
area which is now known as Kerala was
initially a part of Tamilakam. Oral tradition

collected at different points of time constitute
the ancient Tamil songs.
Pathuppattu, Ettuthokai, Pathinenkeezhkanakku
are the three divisions under which these old
songs are collected.
Ettuthokai includes songs like Pathittuppathu,
Akananuru, Purananuru etc. Pathuppattu is a
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Nelcynda

Cholas

Madurai

Pandiyar

Tamilakam in Pazhantamizhupattu

collection of songs like Mullaipattu,
Kurinchipattu, etc. There is a collection of 18
songs in the Pathinenkeezhkanakku. The oldest
songs are in Pathuppattu and Ettuthokai. Some
works that are not included in the list of
Pazhantamizhupattu such as Chilappatikaram
and Manimekalai also talk in detail about life
in those days.
What was the main subject matter of these
songs?
They sing of nature and man and the way
man earned his livelihood.

Tinais
Tinais are mentioned frequently in old Tamil
songs. The tinais, named after flowers,
provide us some general information
regarding the whole of Tamilakam. The
ancient Tamil songs divide the habitable land
that was in ancient Tamilakam into five tinais
or areas. Let us know a little more about
these tinais which are related to one another
yet distinct in terms of geographical features.
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Pukar

The people of each Tinai
produced or gathered products
of those areas. Some places
produced more of the material
than they needed. There were
other places that had a shortage
of these things. They were able
to make up these shortfall by
exchange of goods. For this,
each area produced or collected
as much as they could.

It was by the transformation of
Kurinchi and Mullai tinais that
the tinai of Palai came in to
being. The Palai area was not
suitable
for
producing
anything. People from that
area depended on others to meet their needs.
Because of this, robbery and plunder were
common in these areas.

Exchange in the Tinais
Let us see how goods were exchanged
between the Tinais.
Paddy would be gathered in the yards after
harvest. The Uzhavar used to give away
paddy to anyone who came to them with
begging bowls. When lots of fish were
netted, the Paratavar gave fish to whoever
came with vessels. Besides, Umana women
carried salt and Paratava women, fish to
neighbouring places and exchanged them for
other goods. Grains, cloth, fish, salt, gold and
other goods were exchanged in this way
according to the evidence in the inscriptions
in caves.
They also collected the goods in a central
place and redistributed from there. The
people who led this activity were those who
had authority over the others.

Chapter -

Tinai

Type of land

Inhabitants

Livelihood

God

Kurinchi

Mountainous Kanavar, Vedar
region

Gathering of forest
produce, hunting

Cheyon

Mullai

Hills,
Grass lands

Cattle-rearing

Mayon

Palai

Parched land Maravar, Kallar

Plunder

Kottavai

Marutam

Paddy fields Uzhavar, thozhuvar

Agriculture

Ventan

Neithal

Coastal
regions

manufacture of salt, Kadalon
fishing, pearl fishing

Idayar, Ayar

Paratavar, Uppavar,
Meenavar, Valayar

Paddy and other grains that had been
collected in yards would be plundered and
taken away by the chiefs. Grains and other
goods collected in this way would be
redistributed among themselves and their
dependants. This was how goods were
distributed. You can find references to this
method of acquiring resources in many
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Puram songs. Even today there are many
place names related to the tinais in Kerala.
For example Mullasseri, Mullappalli and so
on might be connected to the Mullai tinai.
Similarly, Maruthonkara and Marutholi
remind us of Marutham tinai. There are many
places on the Kerala coast that has the name
Neithal.

Tinais give proof of how different facets of life in a place are connected to one another. Can we
consider them proof of man having lived together? State your conclusion and prove it with
examples from life in the tinais.

Contacts expand
Trade is possible when there is surplus
production. There was a kind of local
exchange prevalent at that time. The practice
of taking goods to far off places for commerce
also prevailed. Warriors accompanied those
traders for protection against wild animals
and plunderers when they went through
forests. Memorial Stones stating the glories
of warriors who had died in such encounters
were erected.

Commerce
Did merchants from other places come to
Kerala? From which places did they come?
What were the products which they had taken
away from here?

Hero Stone
The Heritage of Kerala
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Roman Coins

The old Tamil songs talk of such commercial
relationships. Kautilya’s Arthasastra
mentions that merchants from North India had
come to Kerala in search of various goods.
The people of the Gangetic plain had taken
pearls from Kerala. The punch marked coins
that were prevalent in North India have been
found in various places in Kerala and provide
proof of such commercial linkages. We have
seen that coins are also valuable clues to
history.

The Akananuru mentions that in ancient
period there was trade with people from
across the seas – especially about Roman
trade. The Romans who were known as
Yavanas gave gold coins and took away their
favourite spices, pepper and other forest
produce. There is mention of this in the old
Tamil songs as well as reports left by
travellers. Ancient Roman coins found in
various parts of Kerala confirm this
information. It was this trade connection with
the Romans that encouraged the people of
Kerala to establish trade relationships with
other western countries later. Let us see how
this trade took place.
The goods were taken to the ports and
exchanged. These places later became
markets. They were known as port cities.
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Kodungallur
Cheraman Masjid
Thiruvanchikulam

Chettuvai

Cheraman Parambu
Periyar
Pattanam
Paraur
Valluvalli

Arabian Sea
Thrikkanamathilakam

Periyar
Vypin
island

Vypin
Fort Kochi

Kochi
Kumbalam

Map showing the archeological excavation in Pattanam

Muziris (Muchiri near Kodungallur), Tyndis
and Nelcynda were some of the port cities
mentioned by the Roman writer Pliny in his
reports and in the Greek book called Periplus
as well as in the geography text written by
Ptolemy besides the old Tamil songs.
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It is clear that merchants who maintained
constant contact with the main markets of
the world regularly visited the Kerala ports
for goods. The archeological evidences
collected from Pattanam near Kodungallur
confirm the inference about the old port.

Pattanam Excavation

It was to protect the heritage sites in the
Kodungallur area that survey and excavation
were conducted in Pattanam which lies on the
southern shore of the Periyar. Compared to
other places in Kerala, Kodungallur has a rich
and complex history. Relics connected with
our ancestors who are believed to have lived
some two thousand years ago in the area have
made Pattanam an important place
archaeologically. Evidence of the Iron Age
in Kerala and the prehistoric period has been
obtained from Pattanam. The evidence of
cultural exchanges that Kerala carried on trade
with many alien civilizations through trade is
very valuable. Archaeologists are of the
opinion that surveys should be conducted in
an area of about fifty kilometres around
Kodungallur.

Did the arrival of merchants from different parts of the world exert any influence on the social
life of Kerala? When the merchants became residents of the market cities, what were the changes
they brought in food, clothes etc. ? Discuss.

Forms of Power
We can now see how the forms of power
appeared. Real power is the power to control
resources. Those who could control more
goods became more powerful. They used
men and arms for this. The basic unit of
power was the family. They were known as

Kudis. Many Kudis constituted an Ur. The
control of the Ur was with a leader called the
Urkizhan. A number of Urs joined together
to form a nadu. Each Nadu was under the
control of a leader called Vel. Each Vel was
different from the other. They varied in
strength, size and importance. Among the
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Chiefs the most prominent were the Chera,
the Chola and the Pandya. They were known
as the Muventar.
These Muventars constituted the first link in
the transition from tribal society state society.

Brahmins
Brahmins were people who migrated from
other areas and settled down here. Brahmin
settlements developed in fertile places. They
reached high positions in society by giving
ideological support to the power of the kings
and by controlling the rites, ritual and
worship in temples. They became land
owners and appointed others the work in
their lands. The society described in the old
Tamil songs vanished gradually and a new
society which followed the ideas of brahmins
took shape in Kerala. A new formation with
caste-based society, based on chathurvarnya
which is centred on the brahmins and with
land owned by landlords came into existence.

The Ideas of Buddhism and Jainism
Since the edicts of Emperor Asoka mention
Kerala, we can presume that ideas of
Buddhism and Jainism had spread here.
Jains and Buddhists who knew about
agriculture propagated their knowledge in
society. This led to increased production. In
an agrarian society land has great
importance. People who owned land had the
upper hand. The vast lands around brahmin

settlements came to belong to brahmins or
temples. Brahmins had control over land that
was known as Brahmaswam and temple land
known as Devaswam.
Ordinary peasents were known as Karalar.
They became subordinate to the brahmins.
The families which stayed near the fields
worked in them were known as Kudis. This
right to stay in the cultivable land was called
Kudiyayma. The people who lived in them
did the jobs of cultivation for their own
subsistence and on behalf of the landlords.
There were agricultural labourers attached
to each piece of land.
They did not have any right over the land.
When the land changed hands, the people
who worked on the land were also
transferred.
The development of agriculture, the
increased work on temples and other
buildings improved the condition of the
artisans. The growth of the five types of
artisans is important in this context. The
people who were involved in the
manufacture of idols, scythes, ploughs, coins,
grinding stones, yokes, buildings, etc. were
the five kudi of artisans or Ainkudikammalar.

Carpenters who worked on wood, masons
who worked with stone, metal workers who
worked in bronze, the smith who worked on
iron and the goldsmith who worked on gold
were together known as the Ainkudikammalar.

Agriculture and crafts are connected with each other. Improvement in crafts is necessary for
the increase in agricultural production. What are the special features that developed in Kerala
as an agrarian society based on the division of labour? Discuss.

Rule of the Permals
The rule of Perumals began in Kerala around
the 9th century A.D. It was then that Kerala
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became a separate political entity. The
capital of the new state was Mahodayapuram
near present day Kondugallur. Brahmin
landlords who controlled the political power

Chapter -

and laid down rules for a temple-centred
village life emerged during this time. The
rule of Perumals continued in Kerala from
the 9th to the 12th century A. D. They ruled
with the backing of the brahmins.

Nadukal
The centres of real power under the
Cheraman Perumals were the Nadukal. Each
nadu was a collection of villages. The 'owners'
of these nadukal were landlords who had been
ruling over that area for generations. Each
of such chieftains had his own army. The
northern most part of Kerala was
Kolathunadu and the southern most part was
Venadu.
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Trade with foreign countries increased during
the time of the Perumals. Syrian Christians,
Jews, Arabs, Chinese and others maintained
a lively commerce with Kerala. New markets
and trade centres developed. Goods to be
traded with foreigners were brought to the
ports.

Foreign Trade During the Time of the
Perumals
There were Christians among those who
reached the shores of Kerala for trade. Some
of the local people joined them as followers.
They became an important section of the
trading community and who to lived
according to the mores of the place.

Among them Purakizhanadu which included
portions of Wynad was rich in pepper. The
area which included Pantalayini which was
a trade centre was known as Kurumbranadu.
Eranad, Valluvanadu, Venpoli nadu were
some of the other nadukal in the Chera
kingdom of that time.

Jews too reached here for trade. Jews had
been persecuted in their home land and some
of them immigrated to Kerala. They mingled
with the local people. They were granted all
the privileges engaged by the higher castes
here.

Let us look at the relationship between the
chieftains who ruled these smaller areas and
the king. A portion of the revenue they
received from agriculture and trade was
passed on to the king by these chieftains. The
power structure between the king and the
chieftains was mainly based on custom and
practice.

The famous Tarisappalli Copper Plates gave
the control over trade in Quilon, the families
which stayed there and the groups who settled
there to Mar Sapir Iso who was the leader of
the Syrian Christians.

Copper Plates

The Jewish Copper plates gave similar rights
at Muyirikod to the Jewish trader Joseph
Rabban.

Tarisappalli Copper Plates
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Like the Christians and the Jews, Arabs too
reached Kerala for trade. They served as
middlemen in the trade between Kerala and
Europe. The Chinese too had trade
relationships with Kerala.
What were the goods that merchants took
away from Kerala? It was mainly pepper.
Then there was cardamom, ginger,
cinnamon, sandal, silk, pearls, ivory and
many similar things.
Ceramic vessels, chinese silk and fishing nets
were some of the things sold by the Chinese
here. People from many countries settled
down here and a new culture developed here
following the fusion of many elements.
Except the Chinese, people those who came
for trade became permanent residents.

Trade Guilds
Trade Guilds functioned as essential
elements in the continuance of internal and
external trade. Anchuvannam, Manigramam,
etc were the famous trade Guilds of central
Kerala. Manigramam was a group under the
leadership of the Christians. They functioned
all over South India.
Anchuvannam was a group under the
leadership of the Jews. These groups which
exported hill produce and spices from Kerala
to other lands also held the responsibility of
civil administration. The rulers of the time
held in high esteem the support of these
merchants who had connections with
different parts of the world. Besides these
groups, others like Nanadesis, Valanchiyars
and other local groups played an important
role in internal trade.

It is not only goods that are exchanged through trade, but also the essence of the lives in different
parts of the world. Examine this statement in the light of evidence.

Caste System in Kerala
It was during the time of the Perumals that
castes and subcastes were formed in Kerala.
Occupational groups based on work
emerged around the brahmin villages.
People who had gained expertise in different
crafts continued their craft here hereditarily.
New castes developed on the basis of this.
This also created a division in society
between the higher castes and the lower
castes. Through faith, customs and laws, the
higher castes gained control of power and
wealth.

Swarupams of Chieftains
The rule of the Perumals ended in 1124 A.D.
The chieftains who had ruled in the localities
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under the Perumals established their own
rule. All Swarupams were joint families. The
eldest member of the family was the ruler.
Nediyiruppu (Kozhikode), Perumpadappu
(Kochi), Kolam (Chirakkal), Thrippappur
(Venad) were some of the more important
Swarupams. There were many smaller ones.
The Swarupams became the ultimate rulers of
the land. There were many desams and tharas
in each small locality. Desam was known as
kara in Southern Kerala. Each desam had its
own ruler. The Swarupams did not have
standing armies. When required the rulers
of the desams had to supply the men. This
was the practice.
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Arabs
Arabs and Chinese were already known to
the people of Kerala through earlier trade
connections. From the twelfth century
onwards this trade became more lively.
Which were the main ports of those times?
Ezhimala, Valapatanam, Pantalayini Kollam,
Kappad,
Kozhikode,
Chaliyam,
Kodungallur, Kochi and Kollam were the
most important ports of those times. Pepper,
cinnamon, sandal, ginger etc were the
merchandise exported through these ports.
The Laccadives which are a group of islands
in the Arabian sea played an important part
in the story of commerce in Kerala. This
group of islands was the first stopover where
drinking water was avilable for ships which
left the Red Sea and came eastwards. The
Roman coins that have been found here
prove the part played by these islands in the
chain of commerce from early times. The
contact through trade that they had with
Arabs in the middle ages influenced the
culture of the Laccadives considerably. The
people of these islands are settlers from the
sea shore of northern Kerala. They developed
the skill of navigation. For this, they accepted
astronomy from both the Indian and Arab
traditions.
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through them and their disciples that
Ayurveda continues to exist in Kerala.
Travellers like Marco Polo and Garcia de
Orta have mentioned the practitioners of this
system of medicine.
Scholars in astronomy like Vadasseri
Parmeswaran and Irinjalakuda Madhavan
were very famous in the field of astronomy.
Languages grow and develops as a part of
the culture of its people. Malayalm is no
exception. Since Kerala was a part of ancient
Tamizhakam, one can see the influence of
Tamil in the earlier versions of Malayalam.
Sanskrit spread here due to the presence of
Buddhists, Jains and Brahmins. Sanskrit and
Tamil became familiar to the people.
Malayalam grew as a language by liberating
itself from the influence of both these
languages. Earlier works of literature were
written in a language known as
Manipravalam which is a blend of Sanskrit
and Malayalam.
Ramacharitam and Ramakathapattu serve as
examples of Pattukritis and Unniyachicharitam,
Unnichirutevicharitam and Unniyaticharitam
serve as examples of Manipravalam.
Cherusseri’s Krishnagatha is the first work in
pure Malayalam. Thunchat Ezhuthachan
and Kunchan Nambiar further developed the
language.

Science and Literature

Buddhism and Jainsim

Two branches of knowledge that developed
here after the rule of the Perumals in the
middle ages are astronomy and medicine. A
number of books on these two subjects were
written. You can see the strong influence of
Sanskrit in these.

The influence of Buddhism has made
substantial changes in the culture of Kerala.
It has exerted influence over all fields of
knowledge like education, language,
festivals, the alphabet, medicine, astronomy
etc.

Vagbhata’s Ashtangahridaya became very
popular in Kerala. The medical practitioners
known as the Ashtavaidyas became the
exponents and preservers of Ayurveda. It is

Jainism might have come to Kerala between
8th and 9th centuries A.D. Adherents of
Jainism were engaged in agriculture and
trade. One can find relics of this religion in
The Heritage of Kerala
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Wynad, Kozhikode, Palakkad and
Ernakulam. Similarly relics of Buddhism
have been found in southern areas like
Chettikulangara, Bharanikkavu, Mavelikkara,
Ambalapuzha, etc.

are the basic tenets of Sankara’s philosophy.
Sankara adopted the methods used by
Buddhists to spread his philosophy. Some
people called him the Prachchanna buddha or
Buddha in disguise because of this.

Temple Arts
Temples gave great encouragement to arts
like music, dance, drama etc. during the
middle ages. Sanskrit plays were presented
in the koothambalam. Kuthu and Koodiyattam
could be performed only in the precincts of
the temple. They continued to grow as
temple arts. People who were denied entry
into the temples got no chance to see and
enjoy these art forms. Besides, the language
used in these performances were highly
Sanskritised.

Ritual Arts
Ambalapuzha Karumadikuttan

The mode of worship in Buddhism and
Jainism made them popular with the people
and made these religions more acceptable.
It is believed that Jainism and Buddhism
popularised Ayurveda in Kerala. In course
of time, the places of worship of these
religions were concentrated into temples that
were brahmin-centred.

Apart from the temple arts, there were other
ritual arts that were performed in groves and
other sacred places. Theyyam, Thira, Vellattu,
Uzhichil, Kalampattu, Sarpamthullal, etc. are

Sri Sankara
Sankara lived between the 8th and 9th
centuries A.D. He opposed many of the
prevailing customs and tried to introduce
high ideals. He relied on the Vedas and
Upanishads. He upheld them as authority
and tried to spread his ideas. Sri Sankara
developed the Advaita philosophy based on
the philosophy of the Upanishads.
Aham Brahmasmi (I am Brahma).
Tat twam asi (You are that)
Chakyarkoothu
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Koodiyattam

some of them. These arts were more popular
and less elitist than the temple arts.
Besides these, the other religious groups
which came to Kerala practised their own

rituals art forms and folk songs. Songs like
the Muhyuddinmala and rituals connected with
them are some of them. Followers of
Christianity too had their own art forms like
Margamkali, Chavittunatakam etc.

In the art forms and literature of Kerala, the influence of the different types of people, their ways
of life, food habits, clothing, rituals and crafts are felt. What do you understand from this? To
which sections of society are they connected?

Portuguese Domination
The arrival of Vasco da Gama is viewed as
an event which brought about the beginning
of European colonialism in India.
None of the foreignness who had come to
Kerala till then (1498A.D.) had their eyes on
political power. Traders from other countries
had come for centuries and the commercial
connections had continued. Quite a few of
them mingled freely with the locals and
adopted their ways. There was generally an
atmosphere of peace and friendship.
But things changed with the advent of the
Portuguese. They insisted on monopoly in

trade. They tried to make their position safe
by driving away the Arabs and Chinese who
had traded with Kerala for centuries, by
intimidating the local people and by creating
friction among the rulers. Sea and land
became theatres of war.
The presence of the Portuguese led to the
spread of their faith and culture . The actions
of the Portuguese were such that Syrian
Christians who had come as traders earlier
and become part of the local culture were
harrassed by them. This was especially true
in the matter of religious faith.

The Heritage of Kerala
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The Udayamperur Synod and the Oath of
Koonan Kurisu
The conference of priests held at Udayamperur
to decide that they would offer allegiance to
Rome was called the Udayamperur Synod or
the synod of Diemper. Syrian Christians in
Kerala recorded their disagreement with this
decision. They met before the old cross in
Mattancherry and swore that they would not
accept the decisions of the Latin bishops. This
was the oath of Koonan Kurisu.
Cashew, guava, papaya, tobacco,
groundnuts and similar crops reached here
with the Portuguese. Art forms like
Chavittunatakam also came with them. They
introduced new methods of cultivation. The
churches and bungalows built by the
Portuguese
popularised
European
architecture here. A number of words
entered Malayalam from Portuguese. Mesa
for table, janal for window, veranda, portico,
mestiri for master craftsman, lelam for
auction, chavi for key, almirah, etc. are some
such words.

The Dutch
The Dutch came to Kerala following the
Portuguese. They stayed on here with the aim
of promoting trade. But, amidst the quarrels
of the local kings, the Dutch were able to
capture power very easily. However, they
made their stay here unforgettable not by
military activities but by the compilation of
the book Hortus Malabaricus which is a detailed
study of the medicinal plants of Kerala.

The cover of Hortus Malabaricus

The book Hortus Malabaricus which meants the
garden of Malabar was prepared originally in
Latin. This was brought out
in the period 1678 to 1703
in twelve volumes. The
book was published in
Amsterdam.
This
mammoth book about the
medicinal plants of Kerala
Heinrich Van Reed
was prepared under the
leadership of Heinrich Van Reed who was the
Dutch Governor of Kochi. Van Reed
compiled the book with the help of Itti
Achyutan, a famous Ayurveda physician, the
Carmel priest John Mathes, Ranga Bhatt,
Vinayaka Bhatt and Appu Bhatt. It contains
descriptions of more than seven hundred and
forty two plants.

What are the differences in the foreign trade of Kerala before and after the arrival of the Portuguese.
Discuss.
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Venad

Saktan Tampuran of Kochi

Marthanda Varma strengthened his country
by destroying the separatist forces within and
by defeating the Dutch. He is famous as the
king who led Venad to the modern era and
an efficient administrator. He expanded the
extent of the kingdom, unified the state under
his kingship and established his name as the
ablest of the Travancore kings. The steps
taken by him to reform the administration
and to modernise the army earned
reputation. It was this king of Venad who
laid the foundation for a united rule in
Kerala. It was Marthanda Varma who
annexed the neighbouring small
principalities and modernised Travancore.

The kingdom of Kochi became strong by
following a policy of friendship with the
Portuguese. Saktan Tampuran became one
of the strong kings of the land. He showed
his skill in governance by exercising control
of the brahmin priests and by suppressing
the chieftains and petty lords. This was the
first step towards making Kochi strong. He
tried to improve trade by giving concessions
to the Christians for trade and by starting new
trading centres. It was in Kochi that dams
were built for the first time to improve
irrigation and thereby agriculture.

We have seen from history that infighting and lack of unity enabled outsiders to rob us of our
products and wealth. The rule of Marthanda Varma and Saktan Tampuran paved the way for
the unification of Kerala. Do you agree with this opinion?

Mysore invasion
Just as the Westerners had come hoping for
a monopoly of trade, people from other parts
of India came down the eastern hills. It was
Mysore from beyond Wynad that first
attacked Kerala. During the reign of two
Sultans, namely Hyder Ali and his son Tipu,
large areas of North Malabar came under their
control. When the Mysore Sultans were
defeated and killed, Malabar came under the
Control of the English.

When you enquire about the changes
brought about by the Mysore rulers in Kerala
these are some of the things you find.
Agricultural land was surveyed and
assessed for tax.
Wide roads were built for carrying
cannons.
Main towns were linked by roads. This
made trade and commerce more
convenient.

Exercises
How far were the measures taken by Tipu helpful for the social development of Malabar?
Examine.
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Our attempt was to study the social life from the Stone Age to the birth of modern Kerala.
This attempt has to be continued.
Let us start our endeavour by trying to find out more about the place where we live. You can
choose the place where your house or school is or a neighbouring place. Your enquiry could
start with historical monuments, public institutions, old family houses, places of worship. Try
to find out by means of scientific enquiry, the reason each came up, its age, the place it occupies
in society and so on.
Compare the lives of the inhabitants of Kerala during the Stone Age and the Metal Age and for
conclusions.
What are the changes brought about by production of surplus and trade relationships in the
social life of a place? Assess this on the basis of life in the middle ages in Kerala.

•
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Social Life

We all enjoy playing with our friends. What
games do we play with our friends at school
and in the neighbourhood? Our life itself is
a mixture of fun and seriousness.
We constantly seek the help of many people
to obtain our food, clothing, house and many
other things which are necessary for our daily
life. Where do we get our knowledge of the

Electrician

Head load Workers
Welfare Board
employee

Tailor

world around us and its yesterdays? We
come into contact with the people around us
on many occasions. Let us discuss the
relationships that are formed when we live a
collective life and the influence of these
relationships on our social life.

Every day we interact with the members of
our family, our friends, and our teachers.
These are not the
only people who
Labour Minster
influence our lives.
Petroleum Exporter
from Gulf country
We
are
also
influenced by the
words and work of
Oil refinary owner
so many people
whom we have not
Farmer of the
even seen.
neighboring state
Grocer

Lorry owner
Loabourer

Medical shop owner

Lorry driver

Whole sale dealer of
grains

Petrol bunk owner

Cable TV operator
Doctor
Figure 8.1

Look at the web of
relations seen in
figure 8.1. This
points out how the
people in
the
present society are
linked with one
another.
To whom all is the
labourer given in the
net like picture
linked?
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• With whom is he directly linked?
• Find more examples for the relationships of the various people in the diagram with
each other.
• Prepare a chart showing the relationships you have with people.
• Why do you maintain a relationship with these people? For what do you depend on
them? If these relationships did not exist what difficulties would you face? Explain.

From Darkness to Light
Solitary imprisonment is a punishment given
to hardened criminals. There are very few
human beings who are not afraid of this. Put
a child into a dark room alone. It is a
terrifying experience. But incidents like this
have happened. This happened in America
in 1938.
"A girl called 'Anna' was locked into the attic
of her grandfather's house from the day she
was born. She was given enough food to keep
her alive. She was not shown any sort of
affection. Her clothes and bedding were in a
condition of dirt and decay.
Anna was released from this solitary
imprisonment when she was about six years
of age. She could not walk or speak. She did

not exhibit any signs of common sense. Her
body was very thin, with the bones showing
through the skin. Since she did not respond
to the sights and sounds of the outside world,
the people who saw her wondered whether
she was deaf and blind.
Careful training brought about changes in
Anna's behaviour. She started listening to
others and obeying them. She learnt how to
thread beads to make a chain, to recognize
colours and to love dolls. She tried to
communicate with others using incomplete
words. Washing her hands and brushing her
teeth became a part of her routine. She
started walking and running. She learnt to
mix with other children and even to help
them.

In the light of Anna's life, what did you understand about the influence of environment on an
individual's life?

Human Society and Animal Society
There are many animals that live in groups.
Animals live according to their instincts and
the special needs of their physical
characteristics. We already discussed how
insects like bees create hives. Similarly, we
have understood that their physical features
help them find their prey and keep them safe
from extreme heat and cold.
88 Social Science - I

Some animals practise division of labour.
We can take the bees for example. Their
society consists of the queen, the workers and
the drones. Each section has a specific job to
do. The division of labour among the bees
is a biological peculiarity. Similarly, among
humans too, labour has been divided
according to social and biological needs.
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Let us see the way in which animals
communicate. We shall consider apes like
the chimpanzee, the baboon or the howler
which are closet to the humans by evolution.
They communicate through sounds and
gestures. Apes express their state of mind
through their cries and actions. They can
warn their companions of the advent of an
enemy. But they cannot convey to the
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companions who the enemy is and under
what circumstances it is approaching. We
understand that they cannot convey
experiences to others of their kind.
Intelligent human societies developed
language and technology, creating cultures
conducive for meaningful co-existence.

What are the differences between human beings and animals in division of labour and
communication? Discuss.

Society is a network of relationships
Mc Iver
The Changing Society
We have already discussed that food
gathering of food, hunting, agriculture,

industry, and various services have been the
vocations of human beings at different times.
With this growth, there have been changes
in the power structure, equipments used and
language. Change is a fundamental
characteristic of the human society.

What are the changes that have occurred in the field of communication science and technology?
How do they affect our lives?
become part of our culture, which help us to
learn lessons from the past.
Culture is the complex whole which
includes arts, morals, values customs and
all other capabilities acquired by man as a
member of the society..

E. B. Tailor
Culture
The ability to share experiences and acquired
knowledge with his fellow beings and to
preserve them for the future generations is
an ability that only man possesses. Language
helps man to share experiences and
communicate
knowledge. Thus the
knowledge and experiences which are
transmitted from generation to generation

What are the other factors that contribute to
our culture.
• Technology
• Food habits
• Clothing
• Rituals
• Celebrations
• Arts

Social Life
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Moochilot Bhagavathi theyyam

• Literature
•
•
Each individual who lives in society is a part
of its culture - this includes knowledge, faith,

artistic ability, the ability to distinguish right
from wrong.
How justified are we in calling a person
'uncultured!'? Is culture something that
continues unchanged?

`Find out the different rituals and habits among the people of your area in the matters related to
food, clothing , marriage, death etc. and make a comparison between them.

Socialisation
A person learns about culture, behaviour,
patterns values, attitudes etc. through the
process of social interaction. Through
interaction an individual become an active
participant member in the society. This
process is called socialisation. There are
many factors that help in socialisation. The
family and educational institutions are the
chief agencies of socialisation.

Family
The family is the basic social institution on
which we depend from the time of our birth.
Man's social relationships start with the
family. In ancient societies the basic factor
90 Social Science - I

of the larger social units like race and tribe
was the family.
We learn a lot of behaviour patterns from the
family which are helpful to live in the society.
Each family has its own beliefs traditions and
rituals. The elders of the family try to transmit
these to the younger generations. The
religious belief systems, rituals, and food
habits of one's family influence the
individual. Besides this, it is from the family
that one gets the training to live in the society
following the behaviour patterns and mores
that are acceptable to it. The family
encourages the children to follow the habits
that the society finds acceptable. There are

Chapter -

occasions when children are punished. Why
do elders punish children?
Children tend to imitate whatever the elders
do. They observe how their elders behave
under different circumstances. Imitation and
games play a vital role in the development
of children.
In addition to socialisation, the family
performs some other functions also. It is the
family that provides the primary needs of the
individual like food, clothing, and shelter. It
is the duty of the family to ensure the safety
of its members.
In early days, skill development was
received from the family. What types of
training can still be given at home?
Families which were considered as units of
production have now become units of
consumption. The importance of production
that is achieved with the help of the members
of the family has been reduced. Still the
importance of the family as a consumer has
not been reduced. Each person works to
obtain the things needed for the family. The
major portion of the income is utilised for this
purpose. Thus the family remains as an
inspiration to work and as a unit of
consumer of products.

8

Different types of family
Today nuclear families are common. This
consists of mother, father and their
unmarried children. When more than one
families live as a single family, this is known
as an 'extended family'.
Before nuclear families became common,
joint family system was in existence. This
usually consisted of members of three or
more generations. The family property was
not divided usually in such cases, but kept
as common property and used for the benefit
of all the members. The members would
obey the authority of the head of the family.
He had the right to control and maintain the
family property.

Joint Family
A group of people who generally live under
one roof, who eat food cooked at one hearth,
who hold property in common and who
participate in common family worship and are
related to each other as some particular type
of kindred.
Iravathy Karve

Is there any relationship between the increase of nuclear families and the increasing number of
creches and Old Age Homes. Discuss.

Patriliny and Matriliny
There are certain law related to inheritance and succession of property.
Patriliny and matriliny are the two such system of laws. In patriliny descent is
traced unilaterally through the father and the male line. In matriliny descent is
traced unilaterally through the mother and the female line

Social Life
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Members of the family have their own rights
and responsibilities. As children you deserve
the love and protection from your parents.

The rights of the members to inherit property
is assured by law. Members of a family have
not only rights but duties also.

What are the duties you have to discharge as a member of the family? Do you perform them?
Examine

Social Institutions
Social institution are the consolidated form of
the beliefs and modes of conduct necessary for
the substance and peaceful existence of
humanity. Usually the family, educational,
economic and religious institutions are
regarded as basic institutions.
Educational Institution
How do schools help in the process of
socialisation? They
• Provide opportunities to mingle with
students who come from different strata
of society
• Study to obey rules.
• Opportunity to engage in group activities.

• Discipline, punctuality and other values
are inculcated.
The students learn the lessons of cultural
heritage through the educational institutions.
From the school, he understands how his
country is governed, what are the rights and
duties of a citizen and thereby becomes a
democratically conscious citizen in the
society. There are opportunities to engage
in experiments and observation and thus
ensuring a scientific temperament in schools.
The hidden talents of the individuals are
largely identified and nourished in schools.
Thus different activities in schools are
planned in such a way that a healthy
competitive spirit as well as co-operation are
inculcated among students.

What are the opportunities for you to co-operate with other students and to compete with them
in your school?

The Gurukula System
In ancient Indian the Gurukula system was
existed. Students stayed with the guru and
studied from him. The knowledge that was
passed on by the guru was learnt by the
student. Strict discipline was maintained and
the punishments were often harsh.

Modern Education
Today, language, art, humanities, sciences
etc. are taught in our schools and colleges.
There are facilities for higher studies in

92 Social Science - I

engineering, management, medicine, Social
Science and other such fields.
Today's education lays stress on the
economic progress of the country and for the
development of human resources.
The educational system that is prevalent in
India today gives opportunity to all sections
of the society . Special considerations are
given to the education of people from the
weaker sections of society. Basic education
has been accepted as a fundamental right of
every citizen.

Chapter -

Thus family and educational institutions
play a vital role in the socialisation is a lifelong process of an individual. Moreover,
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friends, media and experiences at the work
place, also contribute to this process.

Prepare a note on the factors that influence socialisation.

Deviation and Social Control
Most people behave according to the norms,
beliefs and rules laid down by society. Still,
there are people who deviate from the
existing patterns of behaviour with in the
society. Such behaviour is called deviance.
The society adopts different methods to
control such behaviour.

Norms
Norms are patterns of behaviour that the
society has accepted. Examples of norms
could be - washing one's hands before taking
food, respecting elders, not troubling others,
etc. Behaviour that keeps to these norms are
encouraged and behaviour that are against
these norms discouraged. There are different
agencies that control the behaviour of the
people. They can be classified as folk ways,
morality, mores, etc.

Folk Ways
Folk ways are behaviour patterns in
everyday life which are generally followed
unconsciously in a group. They are not held
to be obligatory and their violation is not
severely punished. Can you suggest a few
examples?

Morality
Morality is essential for the welfare and
continuance of a society. The society views
the breaking of moral rules with
apprehension. The result of breaking these
rules could be much worse than that of
breaking folk ways. Honesty, faithfulness,

truthfulness, etc. represent some of the moral
concepts.

Mores
Mores are those customs and group routines
which are thought by the members of the
society to be necessary to the groups
continued existence. Mores are the regulators
of social life, relatively more persistent and
vary from group to group. Mores and laws
are closely related. Child marriage is legally
for bidden but it often takes place.
Untouchability is constitutionally prohibited
yet the people practise it.

Traditional laws
Let us observe how the tribal Hottentot of
Africa treat criminals. Any member of the
tribe has the right to take into custody those
who commit crimes like murder, larceny and
other crimes. The criminal will be brought
before the tribal council which tries him. If
the crime is proved the tribal chief will beat
the person down with his staff and then the
others with jointly execute him.

Modern Laws
We have learnt about how laws are made in
our country. We also have a well-organised
system of governance that enforces these
laws. There is special arrangement for the
enforcement of laws and a judicial system for
the punishment of those who break laws. Can
you find out the differences between modern
laws and traditional laws?

Social Life
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Public Opinion

Other Agencies of Social Control

It is considered as the opinion of the people
held by them on any issue for the welfare of
the whole community. This is stronger than
the individual opinion. We fear the public
ridicule and criticism. In order to avoid this,
individuals behave according to the norms,
folk ways and moral standards.

The family, school, state etc. play a major role
in controlling the behaviour of the individual.
Only the state has the right to control the
individuals by the use of force. Besides these,
religion is also a powerful agency of social
control.

Exercises
Prepare a note on the roles played by the family, school etc. in the formation of an
individual's behaviour.
Conduct a seminar on the role played by environment in making an individual a part
of the culture.
How do social institution make the socialisation process possible? Quote examples
and explain.
'Culture' is not something that forms in an individual's life by itself. It is acquired
through the process of socialisation. Do you agree with this? Why?
Prepare a description of the process by which a society changes a human being
according to the rules that are acceptable to it.
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The People and the Constitution

"I shall try my utmost to see that India has a
Constitution that liberates it from all types of
slavery and exploitation. The poorest Indian must
feel that this is his country and that he has a share
in the building of it. I am striving for such an
India. In the India of my dreams there will be no
class differences between people. An India in which
all classes and groups live in complete friendship.
The curse of untouchability or the curse of
intoxicants and drugs will not be felt in such an
India. Women will have the same rights as men.
Without being exploiters or exploited, we shall live
in peace with people in all parts of the world. This
is the India of my dreams."
This was the reply given by Gandhiji, on his
way to the Second Round Table Conference
in London, to the question of a journalist
about the kind of Constitution he would
recommend for India if his mission
succeeded.
It is from a colonial rule for centuries that our
country won its freedom. British colonial

rule in India was not meant to solve the basic
needs of the Indian people or to ensure their
welfare. Therefore independent India had to
face and handle a number of complicated
problems. It was the responsibility of the
government to dissolve the differences that
the caste system had created and to unite
various religious groups and lead them. It
was necessary to unite the various areas of
India that stood as principalities and
kingdoms into a nation and establish a
common administrative system. The largescale migration and influx of refugees created
by the partition of India was a challenge to
be dealt with. It became an urgent necessity
to solve all such problems and to unite all
people and ensure that all were assured of
equality in the social and political fields. The
next step was to create a Constitution that
would bring such diversities under one
umbrella.

What were the major duties that post-independent India had to take up in the making of
its constitution? Discuss
• Citizenship

• Equality of Opportunity

•
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What is the Constitution of a country? How
did our Constitution take shape?
The Constitution of a country is a
compendium of the special political and
social features of the country and the basic
laws regarding its governance. The structure
of the government, its mode of operation, the
basic laws that control it, the powers of the
government, the rights of the citizens, their
duties - all these are discussed in detail in
the Constitution. The working, formation,
extent of power of institutions like the
legislature, the executive, and the judiciary
are also discussed in detail. The Constitution

of a country lays down clearly the rights and
duties of its citizens and the mode of
governance of the country. All modern
countries have their own Constitutions. Our
Constitution is a large document, prepared
after detailed discussions.
• You can see below the picture of the
protests that took place in Nepal for the
sake of a legislature which would have the
power to create a Constitution. This
explains how important the Constitution
of a country and the making of it are. Let
us discuss this in the light of the Indian
Constitution.

A protest in Nepal for the formation of a constitution

The Constitution of India
The Indian Constitution is a reflection of those
ideas that arose about the ideal country
during the struggle for independence. The
Constituent Assembly formulated our
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Constitution. Before independence, it had
been the British who made the basic laws for
the country. For a long time Britain did not
even consider our demand for a Constituent
Assembly. But finally, after constant
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pressure, the British Prime Minister Clement
Attlee sent the Cabinet Mission to India to
discuss matters regarding self-rule.

The Constituent Assembly of India
On the basis of the discussions held between
the Cabinet Mission and the major political
parties of India it was decided to form a
constituent assembly. Representatives from
the British provinces of India and the native
states were elected to the constituent
assembly of India. There were 385 members
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in it. Of these there were 292 from British
India and 93 from the native states. Among
them were the national leaders like
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhai Patel, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad etc. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was
elected as President of the Assembly. The
Assembly was entrusted with the task of
preparing a constitution for independent
India and to temporarily work as the lawmaking body for India.

Was the Assembly elected to form the Constitution of a united India suffice to assimilate
India's diversity?
$

Was its structure effective as a Constituent Assembly for a country that had different categories
of people in it. Discuss.

Drafting Committee
It was not easy to prepare a Constitution for
a large country with so much variety in it.
The Constituent Assembly formed a drafting
committee to prepare an outline for the
Constitution. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was the
Chairman of this committee. Besides him,
the committee also had N. Gopalaswami
Iyengar, Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer, K. M.
Munshi, N. Madhava Rao, Muhammed
Sadulla and T. T. Krishnamachari as
members of the committee. Apart from them

Dr. Rajendra Prasad signing
the Constitution

B. L. Mither and D. P.
Khetan
were also its
members for a short period.
B. N. Rao served as the Legal
Advisor to the committee.
B. R. Ambedkar

It was difficult to formulate
a Constitution that ensured equality of
opportunity for everyone. The drafting
committee prepared a draft and submitted it
before the Constituent Assembly. This was
published in the newspapers so that people

Jawaharlal Nehru signing the Constitution
The People and the Constitution
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could get to know of it and give their
opinions, for which a period of time was
given. After detailed discussions, the
Constituent Assembly approved the Indian
Constitution on 26th November, 1949. It

Why was it that 26th January 1950 was chosen
as the day on which the Constitution would
come into effect? During the struggle for
independence, according to the decision
taken at the Lahore Congress of 1929, 26th
January 1930 was celebrated as the first Day
of Independence. 26th January 1950 was the
twentieth anniversary of that event.
consisted of 395 articles and 8 schedules. On
the basis of amendments made in the
Constitution subsequently four more
schedules were added and thus there are
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twelve schedules in it now. It was on 26th
January 1950 that our Constitution came into
effect. Following this, India was known as a
Sovereign Republic. The special features and
experiences that went into the preparation of
the Constitution of different countries have
influenced the formation of our own
Constitution.
India is a country endowed with a variety and
unique features. Our Constitution includes
the various languages, the customs, the ways
of life of all the people in this country and
ensures everyone equal opportunity in life.

Preamble to the Constitution
The Preamble to our constitution is given
below. Let us examine how the constitution
accommodates the principles laid down in
it.

Chapter -
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Sovereignty

Socialism

A major portion of India had been under
foreign rule for a long time. The rest were
under native rulers. Neither of these
governments had paid any attention to the
needs and rights of the people. Therefore,
the slogan raised against the British rule was
'Poorna Swaraj' or 'Full Independence'. The
idea of sovereignty is the practical form of
this ideal as postulated by the Constitution.
Complete control of the machinery of
governance of our country is entrusted in the
hands of the people. The bodies of elected
representatives of the people are assigned the
task of enforcing the sovereignty of the country.

Socialism is a political system which ensures
equal rights to all citizens of the country.
Many articles have been included in the
Constitution to ensure this. Steps to bridge
the differences between the wealthy and the
poor, to fix a limit to the wealth of an
individual, to prevent the concentration of
wealth in a few hands, to raise the standard
of living of the poor are some of the attempts
for it.

Have we been able in fulfilling the idea of
equal participation of all people in the use
of power of the government by including
sovereignty in the Constitution?

Democracy
It is possible to enforce this sovereign power
assured by the Constitution only through
democracy. For this purpose, representative
assemblies at various levels have been
formed. The Lok Sabha, the Legislative
Assembly, the three-tier Panchayati Raj
system are examples of this. The people of
the country can elect their representatives to
these law making bodies through elections
at fixed intervals. Governments formed by
these representatives control the
administration of the country.
How far are the representative assemblies
effective in making the idea of democracy
meaningful?
$ A platform for discussion of problems faced
by the people.
$ Participation in the process of administration
$
$

How far have we succeeded in making the
ideal of Socialism a reality even six decades
after getting independence?

Secularism
The Indian Constitution supports secularism.
India is a country in which people of different
religions live in harmony. Therefore, the
architects of our Constitution have tried to
hold up the secular nature of India through
the Constitution. There is no official religion
for the country. The Constitution grants equal
status to all religions. Citizens have the right
to follow and propagate any religion or to
live without adhering to any religion.
How far does secularism help individuals
to live according to their own faith?

Republic
The preamble to the Constitution declares
that India is a republic. A republic is a
country where the people have sovereign
power and the head of the state is always
elected . The President is the elected Head
of the Indian State.
Are there countries that have heads of state
not elected by the people, but are otherwise
democratic? Find out.
The People and the Constitution

99

Standard -

IX

Citizenship
Citizenship is the special recognition given
by the country to an individual. The citizen
should be conscious of his rights and duties.
All individuals in a country are assured of
equality through citizenship. Any individual
can become a citizen of India by birth,
heredity, registration, grant of citizenship and
when any particular land becomes a part of
India. Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution deal

with citizenship. When India became
independent citizenship was given as a new
status to all the people of India . The status
of a citizen of independent India is different
from a citizen of British India. This is because
India accepted a form of government that is
democratic.
Each country has different laws regarding
citizenship. Necassary articles are included
in the respective Constitutions.

What are the new powers that were granted to the citizens of independent India as against the
rights they had enjoyed as citizens of British India? Discuss.
$

Are the laws regarding citizenship prevalent in the United States of America the same as the
laws prevailing in India? Discuss.

Fundamental Rights
The Constitution proclaims the objectives of
the Indian Republic through the ideals like
justice, freedom, equality, and brotherhood
that are highlighted in the Preamble. The
Constitution has ensured that these are the
fundamental rights of an Indian citizen. Let
us examine in detail the fundamental rights
granted to a citizen of India by the
Constitution.
Fundamental rights are the rights granted by
the Constitution as special protection to the
citizens of the country. Certain rights have to
be ensured for the people in a democracy.
Such rights should not be subject to the
interests of a majority or minority.
Governments are bound to ensure that
fundamental rights are not denied to its
citizens. The fundamental rights granted by
our Constitution are given below.

Right to Equality
All citizens are equal before the law. No
individual can be given special consideration
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before the law on the basis of position,
education, wealth etc. There should be no
discrimination on the basis of caste, religion,
sex, place of birth etc.
All people in the country have equal rights
to travel on public roads, to enter public
places and to use public ponds and wells.
Observing untouchability is unlawful
according to the Constitution of India. The
Constitution also insists that all citizens of
the country are entitled to be appointed to
government jobs without any discrimination.
Similarly, no one should be denied education
because he/she belongs to a particular caste
or religion.
But the Constitution offers special
consideration to children, women and
socially and educationally backward sections
of the people. Hence backward classes are
given special consideration in the matter of
government appointments when their
representation is not sufficient.
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Look at the advertisement of the Kerala Public Service Commission. It states that only people of
some particular section need apply for some of the posts. Why are such advertisements given?
Write down your conclusions.

Right to Freedom
Given below are the rights that the people of
India got when India became free from
British rule. The Constitution of India
guarantees these rights to every citizen of
India.
• to freedom of speech and expression.
• to assemble peaceably and without arms.

• to form associations or unions.
• to move freely through the territory of
India.
• to reside and settle in any part of the
territory of India.
• to practice any profession or to carry on
any occupation, trade or business.

Given below is one of the many incidents in the struggle for independence. Do we
still have such protests in independent India? How do governments deal with such protests?
Discuss.
...Police Officials ordered the marchers to disperse under a recently imposed regulation which prohibits gathering of more than five people in any one place. A picked column silently ignored the warning
and walked forward... scores of native police rushed upon the advancing marchers and rained blows
on their heads with their steel-shod lathes. Not one of the marchers raised an arm to fend off the
blows... I heard the sickening whacks of the clubs on unprotected skulls. The waiting crowd of watchers groaned and sucked in their breaths in sympathetic pain at each blow.
... In two or three minutes the ground was quilted with bodies. Great patches of blood widened on their
white cloths... .... The police rushed out and methodically and mechanically beat down the second column...
I saw eighteen injured being carried out simultaneously, while fortytwo still lay bleeding on the ground
awaiting stretcher-bearers.
(Freedom struggle, Bipan Chandra, N.B.T. Publication. Page- 168-169)
The People and the Constitution
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Right against Exploitation
This right protects the weak in society from
the threats of the strong and ensures that
inequality does not exist. For example, to
compel someone to work, to employ children
below the age of 14 in industries and mines,
to engage in other dangerous work places,
and for labour in hotels or houses are
forbidden.

Juvenile Justice Act 2000
Special features:
• Ensures proper care and protection to
children who react against law
• Gives them concessions in the matter of
court procedure and punishment
• Grants punishment for cruelty to
children.
• Provision to punish those who exploit
children by engaging them in activities
like begging.
• Ensures rehabilitation and protection
for hapless children.

Look at the children who are working in the brick kiln. You too might be familiar with such
circumstances. Why is it that even while the Constitution guarantees protection against
exploitation and there are laws for this, such conditions continue to exist? Discuss.

Right to Freedom of Religion
This is a right that ensures secularism. Every
individual in India is entitled to practise the
religion of his/her choice. The nation does
not give special consideration to any
particular religion. Followers of every
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religion have the right to pray in their own
places of worship. It is forbidden by law to
convert anyone to any religion by force and
to give religious education in schools run
with government aid.
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India is a land where people of different religions live together. When one examines the history
of the riots that took place soon after the partition of India, how important does the attitude of
the Constitution regarding the freedom of religion become? Discuss.

Cultural and Educational Rights
The Constitution gives the right to all sections
of the people, wherever they live, to protect
the language, script or culture that is peculiar
to themselves. Besides, no citizen of the
country should be denied admission into any
educational institution protected by the
nation or accepts aid from the government
on the basis of religion, class, caste, language
or any one of these factors. The Constitution
serves to protect the varied cultural features
also.

It is because of this right that there are schools
teaching in the Tamil medium in Idukki,
Palghat and Thiruvananthapuram where a
large number of tamil-speaking people live
and that the schools in Kasaragode conduct
classes in Kannada.
The picture shows the front page of the law
that ensures educational rights. This law
ensures the right to education to all children
guaranteed by the Constitution.
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Every child should receive appropriate
education to realize the significance of the
rights to propagate ideas, the right to
equality, the right to organise etc. and act
accordingly. This is a law that promotes this
idea.

• It guarantees compulsory and free
education for children between the age of
6 and 14.
• It ensures opportunities for the child to
join a class suitable for his age.
• It ensures that the child gets the transfer
certificate to another school when he/she
so wishes.

Though it has been six decades since India became independent, we have still not been able to
ensure the freedom to education completely. What is the importance of such laws against this
background? Discuss and prepare a note on the subject.

Right to Constitutional Remedies
This is the right that ensures the citizen a
fundamental right when he is denied the
same. He/she can seek the help of the courts
in ensuring these rights. The Supreme Court
and the High Courts have the right to
intervene in such petitions and pass
judgements.
Let us see what the differences between
fundamental rights and the other rights
granted by the Constitution are. When the
fundamental rights are violated, a citizen can
go directly to the High Court or Supreme
court and seek remedy. When other rights
like right to property are denied, a petition
can be filed only in the Munsiff's court or the
Magistrate's Court as prescribed by law.

Fundamental Duties
Does the Constitution that grants all these
rights also assign certain duties to the citizen?
Have you noticed certain duties noted on the
inside of the cover of your text book? Why
are they included with such emphasises in
all books?
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These are the duties owed by every
individual as citizen to the nation. It is the
code of behaviour that every citizen is
expected to follow. These are the duties that
the citizens should fulfil, for the welfare of
the country. It is by the Amendment of 1976
(42nd Amendment) that these fundamental
duties were added to the Constitution. It is
by the 86th Amendment that the eleventh
duty was added. This entrusts guardians the
duty of ensuring that children between the
ages of 6 and 14 are given the opportunity
for education. The right to education can be
seen as a part of this.
It is the duty of the nation to ensure that the
citizens are given their rights. That is why
the court instructs the government to ensure
compliance when any fundamental right is
denied. But just as citizens have rights, they
also have duties towards the nation. That is
why the court punishes citizens if they do not
perform duties like obeying the constitution,
respecting the national anthem and the
national flag.
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Read the fundamental duties given in your book. Do you violate any of these knowingly or
unknowingly? Can a responsible society of citizens allow such violation of laws? Identify
situations of violation of laws, present them in the class and discuss.

Directive Principles of State Policy
Certain directive principles have been
included in the Constitution of India. These
are principles that should be known to all the
governments, governmental agencies as a
basis of their administration. Some important
principles are given below.
• The state to secure a social order which is
based on justice, social, economic and
political and thereby ensure the welfare
of the people.
• Ensure fair and more humane conditions
of work for labourers and for maternity
relief.
• Ensure proper living conditions to all
people, irrespective of sex.
• Distribute the wealth of the society so as
to promote common welfare.
• Prevent the wealth of the nation from
concentrating in a few hands.
• Ensure equal wages for equal work for
everyone irrespective of sex.
• Organise village panchayats and ensure
people's participation in government.
• Work for the improvement of the
economic and educational conditions of

the weaker sections of people, especially
scheduled tribes and scheduled castes.
• Preserve the environment by protecting
forests and wild animals.
• Protect all monuments which are of
national or historical importance.
• Try to ensure world peace and the security
of the nation. Maintain a fair and just
relationship with other countries. Try to
solve international disputes amicably.
• The nation's duty to ensure everyone
nutritious food, raise the standard and rate
of life and improve conditions of health
of the people.
There are other pertinent suggestions in the
Constitution. Find them out and discuss.
These directive principles do not have legal
protection as the fundamental rights. One
cannot approach a court if the government
does not adhere to the directive principles.
Still, governments do try to enforce these
principles as well.
Write out two suggestions that you wish to
be implemented as soon as possible. Why
do you feel these should be implemented?

How far have our governments moved forward in the matter of ensuring the directive
principles? What are the steps taken for this. Assess.

The People and the Constitution

105

Standard -

IX

Federal System

• An independent and free judiciary.

Our Constitution envisages a federal system
for our nation. Why have we accepted this
federal system? The federal form of
government helps in maintaining unity and
diversity in such a vast land with its rich
variety and myriad regional features.

How far has the Constitution of India been
able to include these special features?
Discuss.

What are the features of the federal system?
• A written Constitution.
• Separate administrative organisation for
the centre and for the states and division
of power.
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The Power to amend the Constitution
Why is it that the Parliament has been given
the power to amend the Constitution? The
Constitution explains this. By allowing the
Parliament to amend the Constitution
accepted and adopted by the people of India,
the right of the people over the Constitution
is recognized.
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The Constitution: Other Examples
You have noticed the conditions regarding
the Constitutional amendment. Below it
certain facts are given serially. Where is this
power to make such amendments to
Constitution entrusted?

South Africa won its freedom after a long
fight against apartheid and colonial rule. You
can see that this socio- political background
has influenced the Constitution of South
Africa.
The main objective of the

You have read some of the special features of the Constitution of South Africa. Compare them
with the principles underlying our Constitution. Discuss and prepare a note.
Constitution is to recognize the dignity of all human beings and wipe out all forms of
discrimination from the country. Similarly it also gives its citizens the assurance that the
privacy of the people would be protected and the working of the government will be
transparent.

Exercises
How far has the Constitution been successful in fulfilling the demands made by the people at the time of the Independence struggle? Prepare an essay for a seminar based on
the rights given to citizens by the Constitution.
Suppose a touring group of children including you has been stranded in an uninhabited island.
There is only a limited quantity of food and drinking water available. What are the rules that
you will follow? How will you enforce them? How will you ensure that the right to equality and
the right to freedom laid down in the Constitution are not violated? Form groups and prepare
a plan of action. Discuss.
We have not been able to bring into force many of the directive principles even yet. Prepare a
list prioritising the enforcement of directive principles. Justify the reason for the priority you
have given to each.

•
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Central Government

India has the democratic form of government.
It is only by satisfying the different needs and
desires of the people that a just government
can be given to them. We have acquainted

Picture 10.1
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ourselves with a Constitution made for this.
It is the constitution that gives directives for
the formation of the administrative setup and
for its working. How has our constitution
given shape to a democratic
government? What are the
institutions involved in this?
Are we able to meet the needs
of the people of the country and
protect their rights through this?
We should know all this as
citizens of a democracy.
Examine Picture 10.1. The
picture gives details of a law
which aims at ensuring that all
the people in the villages in
India get employment. This law
instructs the State government to
ensure that every family in a
village in India which is ready
to do unskilled labour should
be given employment at least for
hundred days a year. This law
is an attempt to find a solution
for unemployment that is a
social problem prevalent in our
villages. Like unemployment,
there are other problems that
beset the country. Poverty
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eradication, ensuring social justice, internal
security of the country and security of the
borders of the country are some of them.
Central administrative institutions have been
set up in order to make laws relating to such
subjects which are common to the whole
country and to enforce these laws and to deal
with the law and order in the nation as a
whole. A similar set of institutions have
been established in the states too to perform
these duties at the state-level. We have learnt
about the administrative setup of the state in
the previous class.

Division of Power
We have the central government and state
governments. This administrative setup has
been established according to the articles in
our Constitution. The system by which the
supreme powers of the country have been
divided between the centre and the states
according to the provisions of the

10

Constitution is called the Federal System.
This is the system by which the powers of
the centre and those of the states are divided.
This division has been done in accordance
with the 7th Schedule of the Constitution. The
subjects are divided into the Union List, the
State List and the Concurrent List. The Union
List has 97 subjects, the State List has 66
subjects and the Concurrent list has 47
subjects. The subjects in the Union List are
those of national importance. The Central
Government has the power to pass
legislation on these subjects. The State List
includes subjects of local importance. The
State Legislatures have the power to pass
laws on these subjects. But, subjects that have
to be handled at the same time by the Centre
and the States are included in the Concurrent
list. (For instance, Education). Therefore,
both the centre and the states have power to
pass laws on these subjects.

The table given below details some of the subjects in the three lists. Examine the logic of including
each subject in the particular list. Present your findings in class. Would you like to recommend
any change in the way the subjects are divided?
Union List

State List

Concurrent List

Defence

Law and Order

Education

Foreign Affairs

Local Self-Government

Marriage and Divorce

Citizenship

Agriculture

Electricity

Currency

Irrigation

Population Control

Communication

Public Health

Trade Unions

Central Government
The Central Government consists of the law
-making
body
(Legislature),
the
administrative body (Executive) and the law

enforcing body (Judiciary). The table given
below details institutions belonging to each
branch of the Central Government.

Central Government
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Bodies of the
Central Government

Institutions
Included

Legislature

The President
The Lok Sabha
The Rajya Sabha

Executive

The President
The Vice President
The Cabinet

Judiciary

The Supreme Court

The Legislature
You had a look at the 'National Rural
Employment Guarantee Law of 2005' which
was given at the beginning of this chapter.
Just as a law was passed to ensure that rural
population are given employment, it
becomes necessary to pass many laws to
protect the different rights of the citizens and
to ensure the progress of the country and the
society. The legislature is entrusted mainly
with the responsibility of creating such laws.
The Central legislature has two houses - the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. Our central
legislature is called the Parliament. The
Indian Parliament consists of the President,
and two houses - the Council of States (Rajya
Sabha) and the House of the People (Lok
Sabha). Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. The
members of the Lok Sabha are elected by the
people directly and those of the Rajya Sabha
are elected through the state legislatures.
Have you ever thought of why the President
is a part of the legislature? The President is
a part of the legislature because we have
accepted the British Parliamentary System.
In Britain, the Parliament consists of the
Queen, the House of Commons and the
House of Lords. The Parliament has been
divided into two houses because we have
accepted a Federal System of Government.
The Lok Sabha is the lower house and the
Rajya Sabha is the upper house.
110 Social Science - I

The Formation of the Parliament
Let us have a look at how the Parliament is
formed. The people directly elect their
representatives to the Lok Sabha. The country
has been divided into many electoral
constituencies for this. This division is on
the basis of population. Let us look at how
the formation of the Lok Sabha has been laid
down in the Constitution. The House of the
people shall consist of not more than 530
members chosen by direct election from
electoral constituencies in the state and not
more than 20 members to represent the Union
Territories. (The Constitution of India prepared by the Law Ministry - Page 34.) One
representative is elected from each
constituency. There are 543 constituencies
now. Of these 79 are reserved for the
scheduled castes and 41 for the scheduled
tribes. If the President is of the opinion that
the Anglo-Indian Community has not been
represented sufficiently in the Lok Sabha, he
can nominate not more than two members to
the Lok Sabha from that community. The term
of the Lok Sabha is 5 years. The President
has the power to dissolve the Lok Sabha
before completion of its term.
Let us look at how the Rajya Sabha has been
defined by the Constitution. 'The Council of
States shall consist of 12 members to be
nominated by the President, and not more
than 238 representatives of the States and
the Union Territories.' (The Constitution of
India - prepared by the Law Ministry - Page
33.) The members of the Rajya Sabha are
elected by the elected members of the State
Assemblies. The term of a member of the
Rajya Sabha is 6 years. The Rajya Sabha is
not dissolved at the end of the term of its
members as the Lok Sabha is. Once in two
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years, members who have completed their
term which will be one third of the strength
of the Sabha leave and are replaced by an
equal number of new members. Therefore
the Rajya Sabha is a permanent institution.
The President nominates people who are
prominent in the fields of literature,science,
arts, and social service .
Read the news about the people who have
been nominated by the President to the
Rajya Sabha. Why is it that these talented
people have been included in our
legislature? Discuss your findings.

You know what is the age limit of a citizen

of India to exercise the right to vote in an
election. But do you know what is the age
limit to become a candidate for election to
the Parliament? The Constitution lays down
that you have to complete 25 years to be a
candidate for the Lok Sabha and 30 years to
be a candidate for the Rajya Sabha. The law

Why is it that
educational qualifications are
not considered necessary to
stand for election?

prohibits people who have been punished
for severe crimes from becoming candidates.
The Parliament has to meet at least twice a
year. Once a session is over, the President
has to call for another session before the
expiry of six months.

Practical knowledge
enables you to find out about the needs
and desires of the people and the common good of
the country. People who have such knowledge can
almost overcome their drawbacks
in education

Central Government
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Look at the table given below. The table gives the representation of members in both houses of
Parliament from each state. What are the differences in the structure of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha and the number of representatives in each?
• What are the conclusions you draw from comparing the number of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
members from Kerala and Delhi?

Number of Members in both Houses of the Parliament from each State
State

Members in
Rajya Sabha

Members in
Lok Sabha

1. Andhra Pradesh

18

42

State

Members in
Rajya Sabha

Members in
Lok Sabha

21. Punjab

7

13

22. Rajasthan

10

25

2. Arunachal
Pradesh

1

2

23. Sikkim

1

1

3. Assam

7

14

24. Tamil Nadu

18

39

4. Bihar

16

40

25. Tripura

1

2

5. Chhattisgarh

5

11

26. Uttaranchal

3

5

6. Goa

1

2

27. Uttar Pradesh

31

80

7. Gujarat

11

26

28. West Bengal

16

42

8. Haryana

5

10

Union Territories

9. Himachal Pradesh

3

4

10. Jammu &
Kashmir

1. Delhi

3

7

4

6

2. Pondicherry

1

1

11. Jharkhand

6

14

12. Karnataka

12

28

3. Andaman
Nicobar
Islands

1

13. Kerala

9

20

4. Chandigarh

1

14. Madhya Pradesh

11

29

15. Maharashtra

19

48

5. Dadar and
Nagar Haveli

1

16. Manipur

1

2

6. Lakshadweep

1

17. Meghalaya

1

2

7. Daman & Diu

1

18. Mizoram

1

1

19. Nagaland

1

1

20. Orissa

10

21
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8. Nominated
Members
Total

12
245

543
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The main duty of the members of the two
houses of Parliament is to meet and make
laws. Let us see who presides over these
houses? The Speaker is the leader of the Lok
Sabha. The members of the Lok Sabha elect
one of the members as the Speaker. The
leader of the Rajya Sabha is the Vice
President. He is not a member of the Rajya
Sabha. Both the houses elect the Deputy
Speakers from among the members. Who are
the Speakers of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha now? Who are the Deputy Speakers?
You would have read the news on the meeting
of the Parliament. Does the Parliament utilise
its time for making and passing laws? Analyse
the news that comes on the Parliament sessions
and present your inferences in class.

Rights and Duties
As India is a parliamentary democracy the
Parliament has some powers and duties
other than the passing of laws.
Power to pass laws
The Constitution grants the power to the
Parliament to pass legislations on behalf of
the nation. These laws are presented as Bills
in the houses of the Parliament. Such bills
can be brought before the Lok Sabha or the
Rajya Sabha first. Each bill becomes a law
after many stages of discussion and
examination. The acceptance of both houses
of Parliament are necessary for a bill to
become a law.
Financial Powers
The Constitution insists that Money Bills
should be presented in the Lok Sabha first.
After the bill is passed by the Lok Sabha it
can be sent to the Rajya Sabha for approval.

The Rajya Sabha has to finish its
consideration of the Bill within fourteen days.
If this is not done, it is presumed that the Bill
has been passed by the Parliament and sent
to the President for approval.
The government can spend public money
and collect money only with the permission
of the Parliament. Collecting money for
administrative expenses and spending
money require the approval of the
Parliament. The Parliament performs these
functions through the budget.
Control over the Executive
It is the Executive that implements the laws
that are passed by the Parliament. The
Parliament has a lot of control over this wing
of the administration. The Cabinet is the
main body of the Executive. A cabinet can
continue in power only if they enjoy the
Central Government
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support of a majority of members of the Lok
Sabha. If the Lok Sabha passes a motion of
No Confidence against the Cabinet, the
Cabinet has to resign. The legislative wing
controls the executive by asking questions
about the administrative measures and by
presenting bills and resolutions in the house
and discussing them.

Other Powers of the Parliament
• The Parliament has the power to amend
the Constitution.
• The Parliament has the power to elect the
President and the Vice President.
• The Parliament has the power to remove
the President and the judges of the
Supreme Court and High Courts by a
process of impeachment.

When you compare the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha you will notice certain similarities
and certain differences. Examine them. Why not discuss this in class?
Indicators
• Election • Age of people who contest • Leaders of the houses • Powers

The Executive
Have you ever thought of how the laws
passed by the Parliament are implemented
in the country? Our Constitution has a well
laid out system of governance. This is known
as the Executive. The Executive wing of the
Central government consists of the President,
the Vice President, the Cabinet and the central
Secretariat. The Cabinet is a component
which is responsible to the Parliament.
Therefore it is the Cabinet that is entrusted
with the real executive power. There are two
parts to the executive body. One consists of
representatives of the people who are elected
for a fixed period of time. That is known as
the Political Executive. This consists of the
President, the Vice President and the Cabinet.
This segment maps out the policies and
programmes of the government.
The second segment consists of the officials
who help the political executive in the
day-to-day running of the administration.
This is known as the Permanent Executive or
the Civil Service.
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The President
We have understood that our Constitution
envisages a Republican form of government.
The President is the Head of the State. The
elected members of both houses of the
Parliament and the State legislatures elect the
President. The official term of the President
is five years. Any citizen of India who is
eligible to be elected to the Lok Sabha and
has completed thirty five years of age can
seek election to this post. But a paid
employee of the central or state government
or local self government institutions cannot
seek election to this post.
If the Parliament comes to a conclusion that
the President has gone against the
Constitution on any occasion the Parliament
can impeach the President. The resolution
brought for this purpose to have the support
of two thirds of the House .
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Smt Pratibha Patil being sworn in as the President

Powers and Duties
The Constitution grants immense powers to
the President. They are executive powers,
legislative powers, judicial powers and the
power to declare a national emergency. But
these powers can be exercised only in
accordance with the advice of the Cabinet.
Executive Powers
All activities of the Government are
conducted in the name of the President. It is
the President who releases laws and policy

Governor
The Governor is the head of State
Government. The President appoints the
Governor. His term of office is for 5 years.
Like the President at the centre, the
Governor has, in the state, executive and
legislative powers. The Governor can
exercise his powers only according to the
advice of the cabinet in the State

decisions. He is the person who makes all
the major appointments in the country. The
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, other
judges, judges of the High Courts,
Governors, members of the Election
Commission and diplomats are appointed by
the President. He is also the Supreme
Commander of the Defence forces.

Legislative Powers
Bills passed by the Parliament become laws
only after they receive the approval of the
President. Therefore, the President is an
essential part of the legislative process. The
bills which are sent to the President for
approval can be delayed or sent back by him/
her for re-examination. But, if the Parliament
once again passes the bill the President has
to give approval. The President calls for the
sessions of the two houses of the Parliament
and adjourns them. He/she also has the
power to dissolve the Lok Sabha.
Central Government
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Judicial Powers
The Constitution empowers the President to
grant pardon to a convicted person and
release him from the punishment granted to
him or to stop the punishment for the time
being or to completely set aside the
punishment.
Emergency Powers
Having the federal system of government in
India, the Constitution has divided powers
between the central government and the State
governments. However, when the nation
faces an internal or external crisis, the
President can declare a state of emergency
to meet the crisis more efficiently. When a
state of emergency is declared the central
government can exercise more control over

the state governments. The President has the
right to declare an emergency in three
different ways.
1. When it is found that there is a danger of
external attack or war or an armed
rebellion, a state of emergency can be
declared in some part of the country or the
whole country.
This is national
emergency.
2. When it is found that the administrative
system in some state of India is under
threat, the President can declare
President's rule in that state. This is called
a State Emergency.
3. When the nation faces a financial crisis, a
Financial Emergency can be declared.

What types of emergency have been declared in our country so far?
The Vice President

The Prime Minister and the Cabinet

The Vice President is elected by the two
houses of Parliament. The Vice President is
the leader of the Rajya Sabha. According to
the Constitution, the Vice President can take
on the duties of the President if the President
dies, resigns, is removed, or is unable to
perform his or her duties due to illness or
other reasons.

Some news items regarding the powers and
duties of the Prime Minister and a picture of
the Prime Minister being sworn in are shown.
These make the position of the Prime
Minister in our system of government clear.
It is the President who appoints the leader of
the party or coalition that has the support of
the majority of the members of the Lok Sabha
as the Prime Minister. Other ministers are
appointed by the President on the advice of
the Prime Minister.
Prime
M
raised a inister resp
onds t
gainst t
o
during
h
the no e cabinet by t the criticism
-confid
h
ence m e opposition
otion

Prime M
Americ inister signs t
h
an nuc
lear de e Indoal
Sri. Manmohan Singh swears in as Prime Minister.
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It is the Prime Minister who decides the rank
of each minister and the portfolio to be
allotted to each. The number of ministers
should not exceed 15% of the number of
members in the Lok Sabha. You can classify
the ministers into three categories depending
on the rank in the cabinet. You can see from
the table given below what these three
categories are and what the duties and
powers are.

Cabinet
Ministers
The cabinet consists of a
small group of ministers
who deal with the
important ministries
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Discretionary Powers
The President ordinarily appoints the leader
of the party or coalition with a majority in the
Lok Sabha as the Prime Minister. But, sometimes, no party or coalition has a clear majority. On such occasions, the President uses his
discretionary powers. He appoints the leader
of the party which he thinks will be able to
prove its majority, to form a government and
demands that the majority may be proved
within a fixed period of time.

Ministers of
State
Not members of the
Cabinet. Can participate
in Cabinet meetings if
specially invited. Some
such ministers are given
independent charge of
ministries

Deputy
Ministers
Help the Cabinet
ministers in the
performance of their
duties.

Who are the members of the Central Ministry from Kerala? Who are the Cabinet ministers and
who are the Ministers of State? What are the ministries they are in charge of?
The Collective Responsibility of the Cabinet
The members of the central cabinet have a
collective responsibility under the leadership
of the Prime Minister. All constitutional
decisions are taken after a meeting of the full
cabinet. This decision is accepted by all
ministers. They should be of the same
opinion in matters of policy. The cabinet as
a whole is responsible to the Parliament for
its working.
Powers and Duties of the Prime Minister
It is the Prime Minister who presides over
the meetings of the Cabinet. The stand taken
by the Prime Minister is of great importance
in the decisions taken by the Cabinet. The

Prime Minister serves as a link between the
Cabinet and the President and between the
Cabinet and the Parliament. The Prime
Minister co-ordinates the working of the
various ministries and supervises the
governance of the country. If he resigns, it is
considered that the whole Cabinet has
resigned.
Central Secretariat
The Central Secretariat consists of the
different ministries of the country. It is the
central secretariat that formulates policies
that will lead to the progress of the country,
on the basis of the resources that are
Central Government
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available. It also maps out plans of action.
The policies and action plans prepared by
various ministers of the Secretariat are
implemented with the approval of the
Parliament.
Cabinet Secretary
The Cabinet Secretary is the senior most
officer in the central secretariat. Usually this
is an IAS officer who has put in the longest
service.
It is the Cabinet Secretary who
presents matters that have to be decided on
by the Cabinet at each meeting.

The Judiciary
Look at the news items given below. Look
at the subjects in which the courts have had
to interfere. An independent judiciary has
been formed in the country with duty to
protect the rights of the citizens, to decide on
disputes between the centre and the state and
between states, to preserve law and order, to

118 Social Science - I

suggest solutions for the various disputes
that arise in society and so on. The judiciary
is able to function independently without
interference from the legislature, the
executive and the political parties. Our
judiciary is a unified system at the national
level consisting of many tiers. The Supreme
Court is at the apex. Below that come the
High Courts and then the lower courts.
The Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the highest authority
in the Judiciary. This is an independent
entity. The Supreme Court consists of a Chief
Justice and 25 judges. They are appointed
by the President. The President seeks the
advice of the Chief Justice in appointing all
judges other than the Chief Justice. When
judges are appointed, the President seeks the
advice of the High Court Judges as well. The
official term of the judges of the Supreme
Court is up to the age of 65. The Parliament
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can impeach the judges pointing out serious
flaws in character or lack of ability. The
impeachment resolution should be backed
by two thirds of the members of both houses.
The Powers of the Supreme Court
The powers of the Supreme Court can be
divided into three.
Original Jurisdiction
The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction
in some matters. For instance, in disputes
between the Centre and the States and
between the States, petitions on the
fundamental rights etc. the Supreme Court
can take up matters directly.
Appellate Jurisdiction
The Supreme Court is the highest court of
appeal in the country. It can hear appeals on
the judgments made by the High Courts in
civil, criminal and constitutional cases.
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functioning in the state.
3. To transfer cases which might involve
interpretation of the Constitution from
the lower courts to the High court.
4. To appoint officials and staff at the High
court.

District and Sessions Court (Power
in Civil and Criminal Matters)
Civil Courts

Criminal Courts

Sub Judge
Court

Chief Judicial
Magistrate Court

Munsiff
Court

First Class
Magistrate Court

Advisory Jurisdiction

Subordinate Courts

At important junctures, if the President asks
for it, the Supreme Court can give its opinion
on legal matters.

The lower courts are organised differently in
different states. In Kerala, the highest court
at the District level is the District and Sessions
Court. This court has civil and criminal
powers. There are separate courts under this
to hear civil and criminal matters. For civil
cases, there is the Sub-Judge Court and below
that the Munsiff Court. For criminal cases,
there is the Chief Judicial Magistrate Court
and below that the First Class Magistrate
Court.

High Court
The highest component of the Judiciary in the
states is the High Court. The President
appoints judges to the High Court. The
President can fix the number of judges in each
High Court at various times. The term of the
High Court judge is up to the age of 62.
High Courts can hear appeals connected with
the decisions taken by lower courts in civil
and criminal matters. Besides this, the
Constitution gives the High Court four more
powers.
1. To issue order to safeguard fundamental rights or matters relating to it.
2. Supervisory powers over all courts

Public Interest Litigation
We often read in papers about public interest
petitions. Notice the concise account of such
a petition. The Periyar Protection Society
approached the High Court to protect the
Periyar river from uncontrolled sand mining.
The court heard the petition and gave the
Central Government
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Government instructions to protect the river.
Such petitions which are given on matters that
impinge on the society as a whole are called
public interest petitions. The matters that are
being presented in such petitions need not
be personally concerned to the petitioner.

Any individual can approach the court in
such matters. Some times, the court itself files
cases on such matters. Your locality too
probably has such problems. Can you
intervene in the way mentioned above?

It is to protect the rights of the people of our country that the Judiciary was envisaged as an
independent organisation in our Constitution. Have the courts been able to do this? Find out
an example and prove your conclusions.

Exercises
The Constitution has laid down certain institutions of governance to safeguard the unity
and integrity of the nation and to ensure that the citizens of the country get their fundamental rights based on social justice. How sufficient are the powers vested in and the
performance of the legislature, the executive and the judiciary to perform this function?
Prepare an essay on the duties, working etc. of each body and organise a seminar in class.
According to the Constitution, the President is the head of the State. Are the powers given to
the President enough to enable him perform the functions properly? Present your findings in
class and discuss them.
Why was education included in the Concurrent list? Present your justification for this in the
class and discuss.
What is the logic in retaining the Judiciary as an independent entity? Explain.
You studied about the Legislative Assembly in the 8th Standard and now about the powers of
the Lok Sabha. Conduct a 'Mock Parliament' to understand the details of law-making and lawexecution of such a body. You can seek the help of the Constitution, the experiences of elected
representatives, the Internet etc.
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